August 3, 2025

Dear Charger Families,
We are officially one week away from the start of school—are you ready? Because we are! We cannot wait to welcome your Charger back to campus for the 2025–2026 school year.
Below you’ll find this week’s “Charge On!” update, filled with important information to help you and your family prepare for a successful start. Many sections include interactive links, so please take time to review everything carefully. We’ll resend this information throughout the week to ensure you have everything you need. "Charge On" Communications will be sent out ever Sunday morning throughout the year. 

Kindergarten Families
If you’re a kindergarten parent, please click here  for information specific to your child’s first year at Patriot Oaks.

School Supply Lists
Supply lists are available on the front page of our school website.

Come Charge Ahead with Us
At Patriot Oaks, we focus on being Good Chargers—every day, in every setting. Click here to view our monthly Charger Character lessons  and learn how students can earn bracelets, Charger Horses, and more.
Our first focus of the year is: “Come on time each day, ready to learn.” Let’s start strong by arriving on campus by 8:00 AM.
 
Teacher Assignments
All families will receive an email from their child’s teacher on Wednesday, August 6, between 2:30–3:30 PM.
1. Elementary students will hear directly from their classroom teacher.
1. Middle school students will receive a message from their homeroom teacher with a brief bio, room number, and welcome note.
Be sure to note your teacher’s name for Meet and Greet the following day.

Want to Volunteer?
We’d love to have you involved! Start the volunteer clearance process at: https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/volunteer/

Meet the Teacher – Thursday, August 7
Families are invited to visit campus during their assigned time slot to meet teachers, drop off supplies, and explore the school. Information tables will be available in the cafeteria for PTO membership, Extended Day, spirit wear, cafeteria accounts, transportation, and more.
Schedule:
1. Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, & 6th Grade: 8:30–9:30 AM
1. 3rd, 4th, & 5th Grade: 9:30–11:00 AM
1. Closed for Staff Training: 11:00 AM–12:30 PM
1. 7th & 8th Grade: 12:30–2:00 PM
1. ACCESS Classrooms: Friday, August 8 | 8:00–9:30 AM

School Planners
Planners help students stay organized and support home-school communication.
1. Provided for all 5th–8th grade students (required for daily use).
1. Recommended for 2nd–4th grade students (available for purchase here)
1. Not used in Kindergarten or 1st grade.

 
Elementary Class Shirts
Class shirts will be available for purchase after you receive your teacher assignment on August 6. Stay tuned for your link.

Middle School PE Lockers & Uniforms
1. New middle school students (including 6th grade) must pay a one-time $5 PE lock fee via SchoolPay.
1. Returning students do not need to pay again.
1. Click here for locker info and to make your payment.
1. Need a new PE uniform? Order here. If your current uniform fits and is in good condition, there is no need to purchase a new one.

Florida’s New “Away for the Day” Law
In accordance with House Bill 1105, students are not permitted to have cell phones or smart watches, that can communicate, during the instructional day. As a school, we will fully embrace an “Away for the Day” policy and know that our students will have more opportunities to just be a kid a little bit longer while reducing distractions during the instructional day.  For more research and best practices, please check out the “Away for the Day” resource!
Additional POA “Away for the Day” details: 
1. Student cell phones and/or smart watches must be “off and away” between 8:00- 2:20 every day. 
1. Phones and/or smart watches may be out and used in the morning along with ONE earbud (7:35-8:00) and then must either be locked and stored in lockers, in a backpack, or in a place that is secured during the school day (8:00-2:20).  
1. POA is not responsible for lost or damaged items. 
1. Teachers and staff will remain consistent from class to class and not allow students to use phones during the day; laptops or iPads will be used during the instructional day if internet is needed for a lesson or activity.
1. Students may not use their phones during class transitions or during lunch time. 
1. If a student is found using their devices, the following progression of support will be utilized: 
5. 1st Offense:  Device confiscated and taken to front office for student to pick up at end of day and an appropriate consequence will be assigned.
5. 2nd Offense: Device confiscated and taken to front office. Parent will be contacted to pick up device at end of day. Appropriate consequences will be assigned.
5. 3rd Offense:  Device confiscated and taken to front office. Parent will be contacted to pick up device at end of day. Appropriate consequences will be assigned.                 

First Day of School – Monday, August 11
School begins at 8:00 AM and ends at 2:20 PM.
On the first day, parents may walk students to class. Starting Tuesday, August 12, we ask families to say goodbye outside the building as students begin their daily adventure independently.

Arrival & Dismissal Procedures
Click here for detailed procedures for walkers , bikers, bus riders, and rainy day plans.
Please note:
1. We will be flexible during the first week.
1. Beginning Monday, August 18, we will begin tracking tardies.
1. The red lot gate will no longer be locked after arrival. Visitors may park in either blue lot or red lot!

Buying Lunch?
Click here to set up or add funds to your child’s lunch account. All cafeteria information is available on our school website.

 
2025–2026 PTO Notes
PTO Membership for 2025–2026 is Now Open
Can you believe school starts in less than a month? PTO membership is now open for the upcoming school year.
Membership Perks Include:
1. Early access to the Charger Rock (for members who join by August 10)
1. 10% off all new Spirit Wear
1. Carline pickup tag
1. 8th Grade and 5th Grade celebration yard signs
1. Early access to volunteer opportunities and event sign-ups
Join today at www.patriotoakspto.org
Did you know the PTO organizes nearly all school events—from dances and book fairs to staff appreciation and off-campus family nights? Membership is just $30 per family, and 100% of the funds go directly back to our students and staff.

PTO Impact Snapshot (2024–2025)
Thanks to your support, the PTO made a big impact last year:
1. Capital Improvements: $70,264
1. Classroom Support: $43,113
1. Staff Development & Appreciation: $26,577
1. Student Celebrations: $11,979
1. Family & Community Engagement: $9,130
Visit our website for a full breakdown of how PTO funds were used to support our school community.
[image: A poster with text and arrows

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
 
District Welcome Back Letters:  Each year, the school district sends out information about the following.  Please see the attachments for details:   
 
1. Elementary School Choice Letter 
1. Secondary School Choice Letter 
1. Code of Conduct Information  
1. Elementary Required Instructional Materials 
1. Secondary Required Instructional Materials  
1. Sherriff Back to School Letter 
1. School Safety Letter 
1. Economic Security letter 
 
This communication will be sent out several times for you and your family.  Take the time to review this with your students and please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
Work Hard. Learn Something. Be Kind. 
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Drew Chiodo, Principal
(904) 547-4053
Drew.chiodo@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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