Good morning Chargers,
 
Bags are packed. Lunches are ready.  Desks and cubbies are full. It’s time: tomorrow is the first day of school!  Here. We. Go!
Tomorrow will be the first day for a lot of our families, so please take a few minutes to review our arrival and dismissal procedures.  We expect a few delays with the start of school; we appreciate your patience and kindness as we make sure all our students arrive and dismiss safely every day.
 
Drop off in the mornings:
· Parents may walk their children to their classrooms on the first day of school only if they choose. (Kindergarten is an exception. Please see kindergarten section below).
· We ask that you drop your child at the classroom door and say your quick goodbye as you head back outside. Please do not linger. 
· Our students can arrive at school between 7:30-8:00 (no earlier). We recommend that you aim more towards 7:30 am so you are not held up trying to manage the drop-off lines. They both get longer, the closer it gets to school start time (8:00).
· We will be flexible during the first two days of school, but beginning Wednesday, August 13th, we will begin tracking morning tardies for students. 
· Students may be dropped off in the morning in either lot- red lot (entrance on Long Leaf Pine Pkwy) or blue lot (entrance on Islesbrook). Both are open to all ages in the mornings. Our students enter using two doors in the front of the building only- one in the red lot and one in the blue lot. Bikers and walkers head to the front and enter with the car line students.
· Access Classroom students are to be dropped off in the blue lot in the mornings. That is where we will have additional staff ready to take your child to class. Please have your pink cards in your windshields so we can see that you are pulling up. If your child needs a bit more time to get out of the car, you are free to use the two handicapped parking spots in the blue lot to allow you more time.
 
 
Dismissal in the afternoon:
· Elementary: Please be sure that your child’s teacher knows how your child is getting home. Complete the dismissal change form here if there is a change. All early dismissals need to be completed prior to 1:20 (12:20 on Wednesdays).
· Bikers and walkers: Parents, meet your children across the street from campus. We will get them settled with their bikes at their exits and then get them to you. Parents are asked not to cross onto campus.
· Parent Pick up: Elementary students are picked up in the red lot (entrance on Long Leaf Pine Pkwy). Middle schoolers with siblings in kindergarten or 1st grade also are picked up in the red lot. Middle School students will sit on the red benches and wait for their car to be called. Please make a sign for your front windshield or use the sign given to you when you joined PTO. Write large (filling the sign) and in thick black marker so we can see it from a distance! Your sign needs to have your child’s/children’s names and grades clearly written like below (Signage for your windshield is only needed for the red lot).                 
Grade
Student first name and last name
· Middle schoolers and middle schoolers with elementary sibling(s) grades 2-5 are picked up in the blue lot (entrance on Islesbrook). Middle school students are instructed to watch for their cars and keep their siblings with them.
· Access Classroom students: Your children will be dismissed at 2:10 in the blue lot. If they are bus riders, we will escort them to the bus. If you are picking them up, please have your bright pink placard in your windshield and Deputy Beasley will wave you through the car line in blue lot so you can get to the curb where we will assist your child in getting in the car. We ask that you are here at 2:10 so we can safely have your children in the car and on their way prior to the rest of the school dismissing. If you have other children at the school, we ask that you pick up your ESE child first and then join the blue lot line or red lot line to pick up your other children.
· Rainy-day dismissal: In the case of inclement weather, watch your phones as we send out messages about delayed dismissals via text message. We will always delay dismissal for lightning within 2 miles of the school. Please opt into my text messages on HAC so we can stay connected. We dismiss students as soon as it is safe.
 
Bus Riders:
If your student is a bus rider, please click here for information regarding our new bus planner app “Chipmunk!” It is a wonderful app to give you updates on your students bus arrival and departures throughout the year!
 
Student absences:
To excuse an absence, a note must be received digitally within 48 hours of the absence. This is district policy. We will strictly adhere to the policy so that our attendance is accurate. Please be prompt in completing the form. Thank you for understanding.
 
Excessive Heat Protocols:
It is still August, and we know it’s hot out.  There will be times when we will limit outside time for recess and MS PE.  Please click here to see our Excessive Heat Protocols as a school district. Thank you!
 
Kindergarten:
Kindergarten parents may walk their child to class on their staggered start day and then again on the first day of school for all kindergartners. We have many adults present in the morning, both outside and throughout the building, to be sure everyone gets to where they need to go.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call, or email. As a reminder, do not reply to these mass emails as any reply does not get to me. Please reference my contact information below if needed.
 
Middle School Student Schedules:
We have finalized our Middle School Student Schedules for the first day of school. Please log on to Home Access Center (HAC) and confirm your student’s schedule before the first day of school. If there are any final questions or concerns, please reach out to our Middle School Counselor, Ms. Amber Giannotta.
 
A Note from our PTO:
2025-2026 PTO Membership is now Open!
Welcome back Charger Families!  PTO membership for the 2025-2026 school year is now open!  Sign up by midnight tonight to receive early access to the Charger Rock signup – paint the rock to celebrate birthdays, half birthdays, special occasions and more!  PTO Members also receive 10% off spiritwear orders and much more!
 
Please visit www.patriotoakspto.org and join today! Almost all events including dances, family events, book fair, holiday shop, off campus events, 8th grade and 5th grade celebrations, staff appreciation, spirit nights and so much more are hosted and coordinated entirely by the PTO.  Membership is $30 per family and 100% of the monies raised through membership go back directly to our students and staff.  
 We thank you for your support and we are looking forward to an amazing year!
 Spirit Wear: Our online spirit wear store is now open!  Please visit the following link to shop! Please note, these may be pre-orders and if so, will be delivered to you in a few weeks.  PTO members, be sure to use your discount code for 10% off.
 https://www.patriotoakspto.org/SpiritWear2025
 
Until tomorrow: Work Hard, Learn Something, Be Kind!
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Mr. Drew Chiodo, Principal
Drew.Chiodo@stjohns.k12.fl.us
904-547-4053
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