May 12, 2025
 
Good morning Chargers, 
 
We are pleased to announce that our 2024-2025 Reading Data is officially in, and our Chargers absolutely showed their stuff!!  In every grade level, our overall proficiency on grade level standards (level 3+) went up, and our year-to-year cohorts grew more than we ever have on the FAST assessment! 
Our overall proficiency increased 3% for K-2 and 7% for 3-8 from the 23-24 school year to this year, which puts POA as one of the highest performing schools in the state in reading!  Check out our breakdown below: 
	Grade Level
	24-25 PM3 Reading Proficiency
	Cohort growth
(23-24 to 24-25)

	Kindergarten
	80%
	+4%*

	1st Grade
	79%
	+3%

	2nd Grade
	77%
	+2%

	3rd Grade
	85%
	+8%

	4th Grade
	77%
	+3%*

	5th Grade
	83%
	+9%

	6th Grade
	79%
	+8%

	7th Grade
	90%
	+11%

	8th Grade
	86%
	+5%


 
*Grade level proficiency increase, not cohort
 
 
 As we turn our attention to Math, Civics, and Science we expect our children to keep up their momentum and soar.  Great work Chargers, keep it up!
 
Come Charge Ahead with Us
C – “Come on time, each day, ready to learn!” (August)
H- “Hold tight to kindness and caring.”  (September)
A-“Anchor yourself in Honesty and Fairness.”  (October)
R- “Rally around differences and celebrate them.”  (November)
G- “Greet each day with a positive attitude.” (December)
E- “Engage with your learning to show responsibility.” (January)
R- “Reflect on learning opportunities to build trustworthiness.” (February)
S- “Strive to do your best so you can grow.” (March)
!- “All Pillars” This is the time of the year where it is easy to look ahead and see the sun, the pool, and the beach… a Good Charger “engages with their learning to show responsibility,” every day… keep it up Chargers, you’ve got this! 
 
A letter from Sheriff Hardwick regarding Pedestrian Safety 
Dear Parents and Guardians,
 
As summer approaches and students spend more time outdoors, we want to raise awareness about the increased use of electric bikes (e-bikes) among youth in our community.
 
E-bikes can be a fun and efficient way for kids to get around, but they also come with real risks and responsibilities. We've seen a rise in accidents and unsafe riding behavior, often due to a lack of proper knowledge or training.
 
Please be aware of the following:
1. Helmet Laws: Florida state law requires riders under 16 to wear a properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmet, but helmets are recommended for all ages.
1. New County Ordinance is Coming: Our County Commissioners are reviewing new e-bike regulations that may affect where and how e-bikes can be used. We encourage you to stay up-to-date and attend community meetings if possible.
1. Enforcement and education campaign: Our Deputies will look for violations to promote safety and awareness of traffic laws. 
 
We urge all parents to speak with their children about safe riding practices and respecting traffic laws. Consider setting rules for where, when, and how your child can ride. We encourage all parents to discuss guidelines with their children to promote safe and responsible e-bike usage. Staying informed and vigilant can help prevent accidents and ensure a fun, safe summer for everyone.
 
Please use the attached QR code for additional rules and safety information.
 
Thank you for helping us keep our students safe this summer.
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Rainy Day Reminders
As we get closer to the end of the school year, our weather pattern starts to look more and more like summer… which is great… except for the early afternoon storms!  Please click here for reminders regarding our rainy day and lightning delay dismissal procedures and keep an eye out for messages if inclement weather is inbound!
 
2025-2026 New Student Registration Now Open!
Chargers, our new student registration is up and ready for you!  If you have a kindergartener, or have a new neighbor with a new student, please have them click here to register today.  Every new registration helps us plan for next year now!  If you ever have any questions, please call me directly at the information below! 
 
Senior Clap out on Thursday!!
Chargers, our Senior “Clap Out” is this Thursday, May 15th at 1:30 pm weather permitting.  All participating seniors must check in, no later than 1:15 pm, in their full graduation regalia, at the front desk and will be escorted to the 200 hallway.  Our students will walk around campus and be celebrated by their current POA students and former teachers. 
Parents and Guardians will line the outside of our walkways, the same way we do for the Halloween parade, and your students will complete the parade from there.  There will be a brief time for pictures outside, but we will not allow students to re-enter the building upon completion of the Clap out as we will be preparing for dismissal.  
If you have any questions, please give us a call at the front desk!  Thank you and we cannot wait to see you!
 
Green Chargers Newsletter May 2025
Please click here to see the May 2025 Edition of our Green Chargers Newsletter! 
 
Returning Student Verification (RSV) Reminder
It’s the time of the year to complete your Returning Student Verification (RSV) form.  All rising 7th grade students must submit a new 680 form with Tdap information.  All rising 6th Grade and rising 9th grade students must submit updated proof of residency.  Thank you!
 
Save the Date: 5th Grade & 8th Grade Ceremonies
Our end of the year ceremonies are coming up quicker than we think!  Our fifth-grade promotion ceremony will be on Wednesday, May 21st, and our 8th Grade graduation ceremony will be on Wednesday, May 28th.  Both ceremonies will begin at 3:30 pm and will be in our school gymnasium.  More details will come closer to the date but mark your calendars now!  
 
Save the Date: 8th Grade Washington DC & MS Arts NYC Trip Info Night!
Mark your calendars middle schoolers, our Washington DC & Arts NYC Trip Info Night will be on Thursday, May 22nd in our cafeteria.  We’ll begin talking NYC at 5:30 and DC will be at 6:30. We look forward to seeing you then!
 
Lost and Found- time to check!
Our lost and found will be moved in front of our flagpole every Monday and Wednesday from now until the end of the school year.  We have many, many gifts that have been left since the start of the year, so please come by and check to make sure your lost items are claimed!  All remaining items will be donated at the end of the school year. 
 
Extended Day Registration 2025-2026 is now open!
Dear Patriot Oaks Families, 
This is a friendly reminder that Patriot Oaks Academy has open enrollment for our extended day program.
We want to ensure that your child has a spot! 
Please complete the registration process and submit your payment by August 08, 2025 to secure your child's spot. You can find all the necessary forms and payment instructions on our website under the extended day tab.
If you have any questions or need assistance with the registration process, please do not hesitate to contact Donna Kinney at 904.547.4059 or email Donna.Kinney@stjohns.k12.fl.us/ Sarah.Susice@stjohns.k12.fl.us
We look forward to the 2025-2026 school year with your child!
Sincerely,
Donna Kinney
Patriot Oaks Academy
Extended Day Coordinator
 
 
Family Input Form for the 2025-2026 School Year
We spend a lot of time creating elementary classes & middle school master schedules for our students. We truly believe that finding that right match and creating the opportunity for a solid relationship between a student and a teacher is the basis for a successful school year. We want you to know that throughout the process, we discuss each child individually and strive to make that best match. We cannot promise that we do not make any mistakes, but we do want you to know that many hours are spent on this process, and we do our very best for each of your children. 

Please know, we do not take teacher requests. However, if you would like the opportunity to share your child’s specific needs and the type of teacher that you feel they need, please complete this form by the last day of school, Friday, May 30th. 

We welcome your thoughts and respect that you know your child best. If you have multiple children, please fill out this form for each student. 
Family Input Form for the 2025-2026 School Year
 
 
 
A Note from our PTO (patriooakspto@gmail.com) 
Summer Birthday Spirit Sticks
PTO wants to give families the opportunity to celebrate any summer birthdays! Please click HERE to print the birthday gram form and turn it in to your child's teacher by 5/19. We will deliver all birthday grams on 5/23. Spirit sticks are $1 each. Individual and class sets are available.
 
Thank You Card Campaign
Thank you so much to those of you volunteered for our PTO Thank You Card Campaign.  If you signed up, please, please turn your cards into the front office by Monday!!!
 
2025-2026 School Supply Kits
As we near the end of this school year, it's time to start thinking about next year! Did you know you can support POA by purchasing your supply kits for next year? Our school receives a percent back on each kit sold. Each grade level kit includes the supplies that our school has requested for next year and the kits ship directly to your home before school starts. The deadline to order is July 1st. 
Save time, skip the crowds, and check supplies off your list today! 
 👉 Order here: 1stDay.sale/1177664
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5th & 8th Grade Yard Signs
5th & 8th Grade Yard Signs are available for pick up in the front office.  Parents or students may pick up with the exception of bus riders.  No signs are allowed on the bus.  These signs are complimentary courtesy of the PTO.
 
Donate Your Unused School Supplies!
As we wrap up the school year, your child will begin bringing home their school supplies. For several years now, PTO has collected new, unused school supplies from our families and replenished items for our entire staff throughout the year. If you wish to donate back your unused school supplies, please just let your child’s homeroom teacher know by Friday, May 23. No action is required if you want the items to return home.  All staff have access to the donated supplies throughout the year and we even offer monthly shopping times. The school supply closet has been so helpful to our teachers and staff and we are grateful for your continued support of this initiative.
 
Week at a Glance, Week of May 12:
1. Monday, May 12: 
0. 3rd Grade FAST Math
0. Civics EOC- Craven’s Classes
 
 
1. Tuesday, May 13: 
0. 4th Grade FAST Math
0. Civics EOC- Seagren’s Classes
0. After School Reading Tutoring
 
1. Wednesday, May 14: 
0. 5th Grade FAST Math
0. Civics EOC- Hiett’s Classes
0. WOW: 1st Grade
0. Blue Chips After School
 
1. Thursday, May 15: 
0. 6th Grade FAST Math
0. Peace Officer’s Memorial Day
0. POA Senior “Clap Out” 1:30-2:15
0. After School Reading Tutoring
0. Math Peer Tutoring in Ms. Usha’s Room
 
1. Friday, May 16: 
0. 7th Grade FAST Reading
0. Last Day to return Library Books
0. MS PBIS Picnic Lunch Outside
 
 
 
That’s all for now Chargers.  Work Hard. Learn Something. Be Kind. 
 
Respectfully, 
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Drew Chiodo, Principal 
drew.chiodo@stjohns.k12.fl.us
(904) 547-4053
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Know the Difference: Electric Bicycles & More
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Remember that users of electric bicycles, motorized scooters, segways,

and hoverboards have all the same rights - and must follow all the same

rules - as traditional bicycle users.

Aways check
Local Codes.

Local municialties
mightadoptmore:
restricterues

fordevices

Whatever and wherever you're riding, always:
- Be courteous to others and always yield to pedestrians.

- Be visible. It is always recommended to use light colored clothes,
white front ights and rear red lights when traveling inlow light contions.

- Slow down at corners and make sure you halt before entering and
crossing the road.

- Use safe speeds and distance, espectally In shared spaces.
- Stay tothe right, except when passing.

- Give an audible warning signal when passing oters.

- Follow all ules of the road an be predictable.
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