April 13, 2025
 
Good morning Chargers, 
 
How do you define success?  Are you successful if you own an expensive care or home?  Are you successful if you write a best-selling book?  Are you successful if your bank account has a few extra 0’s?  Here’s how one person once defined success: “Any person who is honest, fair, kind, and generous to others is a success, no matter what their job is in life.” 
At Patriot Oaks, we are proud of our success in and out of the classroom; but our ultimate measurement of success is how honest, fair, kind, and generous our Chargers are.  Find success within yourself this week, and you cannot go wrong.  Make it a great week Chargers!
 
Come Charge Ahead with Us
C – “Come on time, each day, ready to learn!” (August)
H- “Hold tight to kindness and caring.”  (September)
A-“Anchor yourself in Honesty and Fairness.”  (October)
R- “Rally around differences and celebrate them.”  (November)
G- “Greet each day with a positive attitude.” (December)
E- “Engage with your learning to show responsibility.” (January)
R- “Reflect on learning opportunities to build trustworthiness.” (February)
S- “Strive to do your best so you can grow.” (March)
!- “All Pillars” Who is the most important person to be honest to?  The answer… YOURSELF!  Talk to your Charger this week about how they can be honest in their words, their thoughts, and their actions and they will certainly continue to grow. 
 
Save the Date: 5th Grade & 8th Grade Ceremonies
Our end of the year ceremonies are coming up quicker than we think!  Our fifth grade promotion ceremony will be on Wednesday, May 21st, and our 8th Grade graduation ceremony will be on Wednesday, May 28th.  Both ceremonies will begin at 3:30 pm and will be in our school gymnasium.  More details will come closer to the date, but mark your calendars now!  
 
Extended Day Registration 2025-2026 is now open!
Patriot Oaks Academy Extended Day Program will open registration to our community for the 2025-2026 school year on Monday April 14, 2025. If you may have any questions, please reach out to our Extended Day Coordinator Ms. Donna Kinney at Donna.Kinney@stjohns.k12.fl.us
 
Voice your Support of AICE, IB, AP, & CTE Programs in St. Johns County Schools 
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Pedestrian Safety in our Community 
At Patriot Oaks Academy, our goal is to always get children to and from school safely.  Whether it be by bus, by car, bike, or scooter, we want all children in our community to be safe.  Please see the attachments below for reminders from the SJSO related to pedestrian safety in our neighborhoods, especially when our children are coming to or leaving school. 
[image: A blue and white banner with text and images of traffic signs

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
[image: ]
 
Family Input Form for the 2025-2026 School Year
We spend a lot of time creating elementary classes & middle school master schedules for our students. We truly believe that finding that right match and creating the opportunity for a solid relationship between a student and a teacher is the basis for a successful school year. We want you to know that throughout the process, we discuss each child individually and strive to make that best match. We cannot promise that we do not make any mistakes, but we do want you to know that many hours are spent on this process, and we do our very best for each of your children. 

Please know, we do not take teacher requests. However, if you would like the opportunity to share your child’s specific needs and the type of teacher that you feel they need, please complete this form by the last day of school, Friday, May 30th. 

We welcome your thoughts and respect that you know your child best. If you have multiple children, please fill out this form for each student. 
Family Input Form for the 2025-2026 School Year
 
It’s the fourth quarter:  it’s testing season!
It is just about time for our third and final round of FAST & STAR Progress Monitoring.  Our comprehensive Testing Calendar can be found on our school website.  Please click below for all things testing at Patriot Oaks Academy! 
POA Testing Calendar & Additional Information
 
Change in start time for the 2025-2026 School Year
On Tuesday, March 11th, the SJCSD school board will be voted to officially change our start time for the 2025-2026 school year.  POA will begin instruction at 8:00 and release students at 2:20 (1:20 on Wednesday), moving our day earlier by 25 minutes.  
1. At this time, we do not have answers to “when can I drop off my student,” or “what time is lunch,” “what about recess,” “will extend day’s hours change,” etc.  We are going to be putting together a few drafts and working with our leadership team the next two months to put together a schedule that makes the most sense for our students, and for our staff.  
1. The answer to these questions will be shared with our community prior to the end of the school year. 
 
 
Awesome resources for families!!
Did you know that you can access free, district vetted, and school approved resources and curriculum on our school website?!  
Free District Tutoring Services
Year- at-a- Glance Pacing Guides for all courses & grades
Parent Resource Guide
Grading Policy
Schoology for Parents
 
 
A Note from our PTO (patriooakspto@gmail.com) 
Wednesday, April 16 - Month of the Military Child
April is Month of the Military Child. This special recognition was established by former Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger in 1986 to honor the important role children play in contributing to the strength of military families. 
 On April 16, we will have a Purple Up Day. We encourage everyone to Purple Up and wear purple as a visible way to show support and thank military children for their strength and sacrifice.
 
Wednesday, April 16 – 5:00-7:00 Spirit Night – Aberdeen Dreamette
Mention POA to get 10% back for POA!  Mid week sweet treat!
 
Week at a Glance, Week of April 14:
1. Monday, April 14: 
0. 1st Grade STAR Reading 
0. Annie Jr. Rehearsal after school & Understudy Performance
 
1. Tuesday, April 15: 
0. 1st & 2nd Grade STAR reading
0. After School tutoring
0. Cub scouts meeting after school 
 
1. Wednesday, April 16: 
0. Wear purple in honor of the military family!
0. 1st Grade STAR Reading 
0. WOW: 5th Grade 
0. Blue Chips After School 
 
1. Thursday, April 17: 
0. 5th Grade field trip to Islands of Adventure!
0. Math Peer Tutoring After School in Ms. Usha’s Room 
0. After School Reading Tutoring 
 
1. Friday, April 18: 
0. No School- Good Friday 
 
 
That’s all for now Chargers.  Work Hard. Learn Something. Be Kind. 
 
Respectfully, 
[image: ]
Drew Chiodo, Principal 
drew.chiodo@stjohns.k12.fl.us
(904) 547-4053
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Gowith the flow of traffic.

front lights and red rear lights
and reflectors.

Stop behind the crosswalk
atthe stop bar.

Keepa distance of atleast 3 feet
froma bicyclist when passing.




