March 9, 2025
 
Good morning Chargers, 
It is the last week of the third quarter, and we are thrilled to treat our staff to a wonderful 2025 Staff Appreciation week!!  Our staff is the heart of our school, and we are excited to celebrate them “In Their POA Era”.  Staff will be treated to daily meals provided by PTO, and we invite you to participate in this event as follows:
Lifting up our staff:
Monday – bring in a card or note for your teacher or staff member
Tuesday – bring in your teacher’s or staff member’s favorite snack or treat
Wednesday – perform random acts of kindness for our POA staff
Thursday – bring in a gift card for your favorite teacher or staff member
 
Food provided by our PTO & Business Partners:
Monday - lunch provided by Quig’s Meats & Eats
Tuesday - breakfast provided by Bite-A-Bagel
Wednesday - lunch provided by Sonny’s
Thursday - lunch provided by Maple Street Biscuit Company
 
Staff favorites can be found by visiting our website HERE.
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Come Charge Ahead with Us
C – “Come on time, each day, ready to learn!” (August)
H- “Hold tight to kindness and caring.”  (September)
A-“Anchor yourself in Honesty and Fairness.”  (October)
R- “Rally around differences and celebrate them.”  (November)
G- “Greet each day with a positive attitude.” (December)
E- “Engage with your learning to show responsibility.” (January)
R- “Reflect on learning opportunities to build trustworthiness.” (February)
S- “Strive to do your best so you can grow.” The end of a quarter is challenging for many of our students and families and we are committed to being present with each of you.  Slow down, work hard, and know that the work will take care of itself.  We believe in you!
 
Change in school start time for the 2025-2026 School Year
On Tuesday, March 11th, the SJCSD school board will be voting to officially change our start time for the 2025-2026 school year.  The proposal is attached here  and will have POA begin instruction at 8:00 and releasing students at 2:20 (1:20 on Wednesday), moving our day earlier by 25 minutes.  
1. At this time, we do not have answers to “when can I drop off my student,” or “what time is lunch,” “what about recess,” “will extend day’s hours change,” etc.  We are going to be putting together a few drafts and working with our leadership team the next two months to put together a schedule that makes the most sense for our students, and for our staff.  
1. The answer to these questions will be shared with our community prior to the end of the school year. 
 
Elementary Field Day is Thursday, March 13th!
Field Day is on Thursday, March 13th and will take place during your student’s “resource time,” throughout the day.  Families are welcome to join us to watch our students participate by entering our visitation area in the bus loop.  There will be no need to sign-in or provide notice you are coming, but you will be limited to stay in our visitation area on the field.  Families coming to watch will not be able to interact with our students and will not have access to our campus or facilities- restrooms are available in the front office. Those volunteering will still need to check in the front office to receive their tag prior to the entering campus. 
We are excited for another incredible event, and we cannot wait to see you out there with our students!!
 
Ryan’s Story Community Event @ Palm Valley Academy- March 24th
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Community Safety Event @ Patriot Oaks Academy- March 27th 
Patriot Oaks will be hosting a Community Safety Chat.  Featuring Michael Strausbaugh, the District School Safety Specialist and Lt. Kennedy from the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office, the following topics will be addressed - talking to parents about the safety of our schools in general, how the District and Sheriff's office keep our children safe in the event something occurs inside of our schools, and also answering any questions parents may have regarding drills or general safety protocols.  The event will begin at 6:00 pm in our café. 
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2025 Marine Science Program Applications is now open!
Parent online Application Link
Student Essay & Teacher Recommendation Link
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FLDOE ESE Parent Survey 
Each year, the Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) conducts a survey designed to provide FDOE and the United States Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs, with information on how well Florida’s schools are partnering with parents and promoting parent involvement in their child’s education.  The survey is open to all parents of children with an individual educational plan (IEP) receiving ESE services from preschool age through grade 12.
 The 2024/2025 ESE Parent Survey is open beginning February 2025 and will close on 6/30/2025.  The survey can be completed on the web or mobile phone by visiting:
 
2025 ESE Parent Survey
 
Your responses will help guide efforts to improve services and results for children and families.  All information provided will remain confidential.  You may submit one online survey for each child receiving services.
 
Awesome resources for families!!
Did you know that you can access free, district vetted, and school approved resources and curriculum on our school website?!  
Free District Tutoring Services
Year- at-a- Glance Pacing Guides for all courses & grades
Parent Resource Guide
Grading Policy
Schoology for Parents
 
 
A Note from our PTO (patriooakspto@gmail.com) 
March 13 – Field Day
Our PE staff will be hosting field day on Thursday, March 13.  Click HERE to view volunteer sign up!  Our PE coaches need YOU to help make this event a success for our students!
 
March 26 – Spirit Night – Peterbrooke
From 5:00-9:00, visit the new Peterbrooke on CR210 (near Beachwalk) and not only get 10% off your purchase – but POA will also get 10% donated back to the school!  It’s a Win-Win and Delicious!
 
 
Week at a Glance, Week of March 10:
1. Monday, March 10: 
0. Staff Appreciation Week!
0. 3rd Grade fieldtrip to JAX Zoo
0. 4th Grade fieldtrip to the Florida History Museum 
0. Bartram, Nease & Beachside Registration 
0. Musical Rehearsal on Stage after school 
0. Girls BBall Playoffs at Pine Island 
 
1. Tuesday, March 11: 
0. Staff Appreciation Week!
0. 4th Grade Fieldtrip to the Florida History Museum 
0. Character Cup Practice after School
0. BBall Playoff Games- Home for boys!
 
1. Wednesday, March 12: 
0. Staff Appreciation Week!
0. 2nd Grade WOW
0. Green Chargers After School 
0. BBall Championship Games 
 
1. Thursday, March 13: 
0. Staff Appreciation Week!
0. Elementary Field Day!
0. Math Peer Tutoring in Ms. Usha’s Room after school
0. Middle School Performing Arts trip to NYC!
 
1. Friday, March 14: 
0. Teacher Planning Day- No Students
0. School Open 7:00-4:00 
0. Middle School Performing Arts trip to NYC!
 
 
Our next “Charge On,” will be on Sunday, March 23rd. That’s all for now Chargers.  Work Hard. Learn Something. Be Kind. 
 
Respectfully, 
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Drew Chiodo, Principal 
drew.chiodo@stjohns.k12.fl.us
(904) 547-4053
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COMMUNITY SAFETY CHAT
MARCH 27 AT 6:00PM AT POA

(Come join us at POA to mest the S50 Schaol Safety Specalstfor the

Distic, learn about th safety of our schools, how the District and the

SherifFs offl keeps our chidren safe, and have your ques
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CURRENT 5TH-7TH GRADE SYUDENTSDO%O
APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN O, :“/o,,

Session One: June 3, 4, 5,6,10,11,12,13

e Session Two: June 17, 18,19, 20, 24, 25, 26, 27
;

Two Part Application Process-Click Here
1.Parent online application

2.Student essay/teacher recommendation
Canoe, Kayak, Windsurf, SUP, Surf,

Fish and much more!
Don’t Miss The Fun

Check out our website site at:
https://www-grms.stjohns.k12.fl.us/marinescience/

Kristina Bransford
Program Coordinator
arinescienceprogram@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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Are you ready for it? We are so excited to
celebrate Staff Appreciation Week at POA! We
just can’t Shake it Off!
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Attention all parents and

community members:
Please join us as John Halligan, a national speaker and
advocate for bullying prevention presents:

RYAN'S STORY

24 March 2025 | Palm Valley Academy
From 6:00-7:00PM | Cafeteria

Ryan's Story is a powerful and emotional presentation
focused on the effects of bullying, cyberbullying, and youth
mental health. Through the personal story of his son, Ryan
Halligan, John shares a heartfelt message about the
importance of kindness, resilience, and suicide prevention.

This presentation provides parents with insight into the
impact of bullying and cyberbullying, social media
dangers, and ways to support mental health
challenges.

This event is open to all K-8 parents and community members.

Adults only





