March 23, 2025
 
Good morning Chargers, 
 
Welcome to the Fourth Quarter!  All our work this year has led us to the here and now, and we are here now to push our students to their fullest potential.  I reheard this quote over break, and it reminded me of  how our entire school community rallies around our children: 
 
“We do all the good we can,
By all the means we can,
In all the ways we can,
In all the places we can,
At all the times we can,
To all the people we can,
As long as ever we can.”
 
Today, and every day, do all the good you can… because POA is truly changing the world!  Make it a great week everyone!
 
Come Charge Ahead with Us
C – “Come on time, each day, ready to learn!” (August)
H- “Hold tight to kindness and caring.”  (September)
A-“Anchor yourself in Honesty and Fairness.”  (October)
R- “Rally around differences and celebrate them.”  (November)
G- “Greet each day with a positive attitude.” (December)
E- “Engage with your learning to show responsibility.” (January)
R- “Reflect on learning opportunities to build trustworthiness.” (February)
S- “Strive to do your best so you can grow.” 1% is all it takes.  Challenge your Charger to do one thing, 1% better, this week and you’ll see all the good things come your way!  
 
School Advisory Council Survey
Every year, Patriot Oaks Academy, conducts a parent and family survey through our School Advisory Council (SAC).  This survey is anonymous and provides helpful insight so we can better serve our students, staff, and community.  The results of the survey will be reviewed by our SAC prior to the end of the school year and will help guide our leadership team in developing school goals and refining our school-based programming and practices.  Please complete the survey as a family by Friday, March 28, 2025.  Thank you for your support and have a great spring break!
 
Click here for the 2025 SAC Family Survey
Family Input Form for the 2025-2026 School Year
We spend a lot of time creating elementary classes & middle school master schedules for our students. We truly believe that finding that right match and creating the opportunity for a solid relationship between a student and a teacher is the basis for a successful school year. We want you to know that throughout the process, we discuss each child individually and strive to make that best match. We cannot promise that we do not make any mistakes, but we do want you to know that many hours are spent on this process, and we do our very best for each of your children. 

Please know, we do not take teacher requests. However, if you would like the opportunity to share your child’s specific needs and the type of teacher that you feel they need, please complete this form by the last day of school, Friday, May 30th. 

We welcome your thoughts and respect that you know your child best. If you have multiple children, please fill out this form for each student. 
Family Input Form for the 2025-2026 School Year
 
It’s the fourth quarter:  it’s testing season!
It is just about time for our third and final round of FAST Progress Monitoring Testing beginning the week of March 31st.  Our comprehensive Testing Calendar can be found on our school website.  Please click below for all things testing at Patriot Oaks Academy! 
POA Testing Calendar & Additional Information 
 
Change in start time for the 2025-2026 School Year
On Tuesday, March 11th, the SJCSD school board will be voted to officially change our start time for the 2025-2026 school year.  POA will begin instruction at 8:00 and release students at 2:25 (1:25 on Wednesday), moving our day earlier by 25 minutes.  
1. At this time, we do not have answers to “when can I drop off my student,” or “what time is lunch,” “what about recess,” “will extend day’s hours change,” etc.  We are going to be putting together a few drafts and working with our leadership team the next two months to put together a schedule that makes the most sense for our students, and for our staff.  
1. The answer to these questions will be shared with our community prior to the end of the school year. 
 
Ryan’s Story Community Event @ Palm Valley Academy- March 24th
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Community Safety Event @ Patriot Oaks Academy- March 27th 
Patriot Oaks will be hosting a Community Safety Chat.  Featuring Michael Strausbaugh, the District School Safety Specialist and Lt. Kennedy from the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office, the following topics will be addressed - talking to parents about the safety of our schools in general, how the District and Sheriff's office keep our children safe in the event something occurs inside of our schools, and also answering any questions parents may have regarding drills or general safety protocols.  The event will begin at 6:00 pm in our café. 
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FLDOE ESE Parent Survey 
Each year, the Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) conducts a survey designed to provide FDOE and the United States Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs, with information on how well Florida’s schools are partnering with parents and promoting parent involvement in their child’s education.  The survey is open to all parents of children with an individual educational plan (IEP) receiving ESE services from preschool age through grade 12.
 The 2024/2025 ESE Parent Survey is open beginning February 2025 and will close on 6/30/2025.  The survey can be completed on the web or mobile phone by visiting:
 
2025 ESE Parent Survey
 
Your responses will help guide efforts to improve services and results for children and families.  All information provided will remain confidential.  You may submit one online survey for each child receiving services.
 
Awesome resources for families!!
Did you know that you can access free, district vetted, and school approved resources and curriculum on our school website?!  
Free District Tutoring Services
Year- at-a- Glance Pacing Guides for all courses & grades
Parent Resource Guide
Grading Policy
Schoology for Parents
 
 
A Note from our PTO (patriooakspto@gmail.com) 
Welcome Back Chargers!!
 
Week at a Glance, Week of March 24:
1. Monday, March 24: 
0. Annie Jr. Rehearsal on the Stage after School
0. Girl Scouts Meeting in Café at 6:00 pm 
 
1. Tuesday, March 25: 
0. Middle School Battle of the Books
0. 1st Grade Field Trip to “Tales of Seuss” 
 
1. Wednesday, March 26: 
0. 1st Grade WOW
0. Middle School Character Chats- 1st Period 
0. Green Chargers After School 
 
1. Thursday, March 27: 
0. 3rd-5th Grade Battle of the Books 
0. Math Peer Tutoring after school in Ms. Usha’s Room 
0. Annie Jr. Rehearsal on the stage after school 
0. Blue Chips after school 
0. SJCSD community Safety Chats in Café 6:00 pm 
 
1. Friday, March 25: 
0. Annie Jr. Rehearsal on the stage after school 
 
 
That’s all for now Chargers.  Work Hard. Learn Something. Be Kind. 
 
Respectfully, 
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Drew Chiodo, Principal 
drew.chiodo@stjohns.k12.fl.us
(904) 547-4053
image2.jpeg
— DA

COMMUNITY SAFETY CHAT
MARCH 27 AT 6:00PM AT POA

(Come join us at POA to mest the S50 Schaol Safety Specalstfor the

Distic, learn about th safety of our schools, how the District and the

SherifFs offl keeps our chidren safe, and have your ques
answered regarcing drils an safety protacols.





image3.png




image1.jpeg
Attention all parents and

community members:
Please join us as John Halligan, a national speaker and
advocate for bullying prevention presents:

RYAN'S STORY

24 March 2025 | Palm Valley Academy
From 6:00-7:00PM | Cafeteria

Ryan's Story is a powerful and emotional presentation
focused on the effects of bullying, cyberbullying, and youth
mental health. Through the personal story of his son, Ryan
Halligan, John shares a heartfelt message about the
importance of kindness, resilience, and suicide prevention.

This presentation provides parents with insight into the
impact of bullying and cyberbullying, social media
dangers, and ways to support mental health
challenges.

This event is open to all K-8 parents and community members.

Adults only





