February 23, 2025
 
Good morning Chargers, 
In the twilight of February, we again are re-centering our focus on acts of service. This week, our entire school community will rally to engage in different service opportunities so we can truly be the good that this world needs.  On day one of this school year, our POA community made a choice to be great and in the month of February we honor the words of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr who said, “Everyone can be great because everyone can serve.” 
We serve children every day, and there is no question: there is no one better at serving children than POA Charger Families & Staff!  Make it a great week everyone, we’ll see you out there!
 
Come Charge Ahead with Us
C – “Come on time, each day, ready to learn!” (August)
H- “Hold tight to kindness and caring.”  (September)
A-“Anchor yourself in Honesty and Fairness.”  (October)
R- “Rally around differences and celebrate them.”  (November)
G- “Greet each day with a positive attitude.” (December)
E- “Engage with your learning to show responsibility.” (January)
R- “Reflect on learning opportunities to build trustworthiness.” This week, when you reflect on your learning, look around at all of those who lifted you up with encouragement along the way.  There are positive voices everywhere you go- keep on looking for them! 
 
School Safety Reminder & Rumor Control 
This past week, POA went into a “soft lockdown” due to police activity in the area; this is standard procedure at all our SJCSD schools.  This was out of an abundance of caution and POA was never in any imminent danger.  We were in a “soft lockdown” for approximately 5 minutes. During a “soft lockdown,” we make sure all students are physically inside and do not transition in the hallways until the lockdown is lifted- all other school activities continued as normal and learning continued. 
During any event we, unfortunately, see a rise in concerns, comments and incorrect information from “keyboard warriors” on social media or group posts; we appreciate our community communicating to ensure our children are safe and we caution all our Chargers to verify information before posting as to avoid confusion and fear.  
Our POA admin team will continue to be transparent and clear in our school communications related to any safety event.  If you ever have any specific questions please email or call me directly at the number below.  Thank you all!
 
Middle School Course Recommendations & Questions
Please note that core course recommendations are made on an individual student basis, with consideration of the whole child in mind. This includes St. Johns County School District guidelines for class grades and standardized test scores, as well as what your student’s teacher observes of their learning style in the classroom. 
For core course recommendation review requests, students may complete the Request for Course Recommendation Review form on the Resources for Students webpage of the Patriot Oaks Academy website. The deadline to submit a review request is Friday, February 28, 2025.
Please also note that some elective courses are by teacher recommendation only. Students have the opportunity to elect interest in these courses, but final placement will be determined by teachers. All other elective placements will be made by a lottery system, and it is crucial that all elective options are ranked in order of desire. Top choice elective requests cannot be guaranteed, but we do our best to have every middle school student placed in at least one of their top three elective requests.
Spanish credit opt in has also been extended to the Friday, February 28. 
 
FLDOE ESE Parent Survey 
Each year, the Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) conducts a survey designed to provide FDOE and the United States Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs, with information on how well Florida’s schools are partnering with parents and promoting parent involvement in their child’s education.  The survey is open to all parents of children with an individual educational plan (IEP) receiving ESE services from preschool age through grade 12.
 The 2024/2025 ESE Parent Survey is open beginning February 2025 and will close on 6/30/2025.  The survey can be completed on the web or mobile phone by visiting:
 
2025 ESE Parent Survey
 
Your responses will help guide efforts to improve services and results for children and families.  All information provided will remain confidential.  You may submit one online survey for each child receiving services.
 
District Library Title Feedback Request
The district is requesting input from parents and community stakeholders on elementary titles that teachers would like to add to their classroom libraries. The survey will be available for seven days.
Please feel free to share the survey link with your community stakeholders:
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/media/libraries/listings/review/
 
POA’s Math Counts Team is Back to State!
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Awesome resources for families!!
Did you know that you can access free, district vetted, and school approved resources and curriculum on our school website?!  
Free District Tutoring Services
Year- at-a- Glance Pacing Guides for all courses & grades
Parent Resource Guide
Grading Policy
Schoology for Parents
 
Check out below for an awesome summer camp opportunity for POA!
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A Note from our PTO (patriooakspto@gmail.com) 
Feb 24-28 Chargers Charity - Building Character through Helping Others 
During the week of Feb 24 - Feb 28, PTO will host our annual Patriot Oaks Academy Family Service Project. We are partnering with St. Johns Cares (https://www.stjohnscares.org/) again this year to help identify community needs and assist with distribution of donations. Students will collect hygiene items, health snacks, and boxes of cereal for local children and teens in need. 
 
Recipients: We will distribute the collected items to students in need at the Florida School of Deaf and Blind (https://www.fsdbk12.org/about) and Port in the Storm (https://www.stfrancisshelter.org/programs/port-in-the-storm/), a youth homeless shelter in St. Augustine. 
 
Donations: To spread the donations out, we are asking each grade level to bring in specific items: 
1. K - fruit snacks and dried fruit
1. 1 - Apple sauce 
1. 2 - juice boxes
1. 3 - shampoo/conditioner
1. 4 - body lotion
1. 5 - body wash
1. 6 - animal crackers
1. 7 - popcorn
1. 8 - hair ties and deodorant 
ALL ITEMS MUST BE NUT FREE
Additionally, all families are encouraged to donate cereal boxes of all sizes. 
 
8th Grade Families – Save the Date
The 8th grade dance will take place on Sunday, April 13 at St. Johns Golf & Country Club and the theme will be "Fire & Ice" - time will be 7:00-9:00.  Tickets will be sold later this year.
 
Week at a Glance: Week of February 24:
1. Monday, February 24: 
0. POA Family Service Project Week
0. Math Counts in 611after school 
0. Musical Rehearsal on Stage after school
0. Girl Scouts in Café after school 
 
1. Tuesday, February 25: 
0. POA Family Service Project Week
0. POA BBall @ MCA
0. 25-26 Cheer Info Meeting in Café at 6pm
 
1. Wednesday, February 26: 
0. POA Family Service Project Week 
0. 4th Grade WOW   
0. MS Character Chats- 7th Period
0. Character Cup Practice After School 
0. Green Chargers Meeting After School 
0. NYC Trip Parent Meeting in Café after school 
 
1. Thursday, February 27: 
0. POA Family Service Project Week 
0. 8th Grade Creekside Registration through Civics classes
0. Elementary Spring Pictures 
0. Math Peer Tutoring in Ms. Usha’s Room after school 
0. Musical Rehearsal after school 
0. POA @ LPA BBall 
 
1. Friday, February 28: 
0. POA Family Service Project Week 
0. 8th Grade Creekside Registration through Civics classes
0. Elementary Honor Chorus practice @ Beachside.  Performance at night!
0. Musical Rehearsal after school in café 
 
That’s all for now Chargers.  Work Hard. Learn Something. Be Kind. 
 
Respectfully, 
[image: A close up of a signature
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Drew Chiodo, Principal 
drew.chiodo@stjohns.k12.fl.us
(904) 547-4053
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'2nd PLACE OVERALL out of 32 Teams!!
POA is headed to STATE!

Highlights from our AWESOME day yesterday - TWO team members finished in
the TOP TEN (Vrishank and Charlotte) (out of 296 competitors, who are already
the top math students in their schools, but who's counting or comparing?!).

Over HALF of POA’s participants scored in the TOP 25%!! Congrats fo Viishank,
Charlotte, Anika, Grace, Lakshman, Logan, Nina, Patrick and Karthik!

Also impressive was POA’s comeback to take 39 OVERALL in the CIPHERING
ROUND! It’s a stressful and competitive round, and we were all so impressed by
and proud of those of you who represented us. Great workl!

You should be so proud of your preparations and efforts during the season and
for your performance under pressure yesterday — GREAT JOB, and GO POAlI!





