February 2, 2025
 
Good morning Chargers,
Welcome to February!  Booker T. Washington, one of America’s greatest teachers, believed strongly in the power of education and hard work.  He shared with us, once, a powerful quote about work ethic:
“Nothing ever comes to one that is worth having, except as a result of hard work.”
This month, Chargers, we will continue to excel ins and out of the classroom.  Our progress monitoring data has our students as the highest performing K-8 in all of St. Johns County in both reading in math… for all our grades… and we will not settle.  We are going to work hard, as Booker T. Washington inspired us to do so, and push ourselves to be GREAT.  Welcome to February everyone, let’s get back to work!
 
Come Charge Ahead with Us
C – “Come on time, each day, ready to learn!” (August)
H- “Hold tight to kindness and caring.”  (September)
A-“Anchor yourself in Honesty and Fairness.”  (October)
R- “Rally around differences and celebrate them.”  (November)
G- “Greet each day with a positive attitude.” (December)
E- “Engage with your learning to show responsibility.” (February)
R- “Reflect on learning opportunities to build trustworthiness.” A challenge is something that is difficult or hard to do.  Every human being on Planet Earth has challenges in their life.  The question is: How do we deal with the challenges of life?  Do we just lie down and give up, or do we accept challenges as an opportunity to learn and grow?  Talk to your Charger this week about how we can reflect on our challenges so we can build trust in the process. 
 
Sickness & Absentee Notes
Chargers, let’s be real:  the flu bug is here!  On an average day, we have approximately 30 students out; these past two weeks we have averaged more than 150 students out a day, and we know that our families are all feeling it.  We are taking extra precautions to keep our school clean and safe, and there is a way you can help us with our daily procedures:
Please help us by, exclusively, using our digital absentee form. This is the best way to guarantee your child’s absence is excused.  Paper notes, and emails often get lost or overlooked, the digital form allows us to make sure our records are accurate as soon as they come in.  Thank you for your help!
 
Click here to submit an absence/ sick note!
 
April & May Testing Calendar
Our final April & May Testing Calendar is now available!  We will upload it to our website shortly, but click below to save the dates!
April 2025 Testing Calendar 
May 2025 Testing Calendar 
 
Awesome resources for families!!
Did you know that you can access free, district vetted, and school approved resources and curriculum on our school website?! 
Free District Tutoring Services
Year- at-a- Glance Pacing Guides for all courses & grades
Parent Resource Guide
Grading Policy
Schoology for Parents
 
 
Superintendent Search
The St. Johns County School Board is asking for input from the community on the leadership qualities desired in our next Superintendent. Your feedback is crucial in helping us identify the best leader to guide our district toward continued success. The Superintendent Search Public Survey, conducted by the Florida School Boards Association in collaboration with the St. Johns County School Board, is an essential part of this process. Your responses will help shape the application process and develop interview questions for candidates.
Complete the Superintendent Search Public Survey
 
 
ESE & Gifted Parent Advisory Meetings
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Save the Date:  Community Safety Chats with SJCSD
Thursday, March 27th at 6:00 PM, representatives from the SJCSD will be at POA to share best practices on monitoring student social media, and how we can proactively support our students!  We’ll meet in our Cafeteria and hope to see you all there!
 
 
A Note from our PTO (patriooakspto@gmail.com)
February 3 - General PTO Meeting
Our next general PTO meeting will be held Monday, February 3 at 9:00am in the school cafeteria.  Please join us!
 February 5 - POA Spirit Night 
Spirit Night February 5th, Wednesday from 5-9pm at Nori. 20% back to the school. Mention POA at checkout, in restaurant or on the phone for to go orders.
 February 7 – Elementary Dance
We will be hosting an elementary “Me and My VIP” dance on February 7, from 6:00-8:00.  We look forward to a fun evening together!  Dress to impress and dance the night away with your friends and family!! Please click HERE to sign up as spots are limited!!!  If the sign up is full, please continue to check back - as plans change, there will likely be movement on the sign up.  As with all our events, we could not do it without your help – if you are interested in volunteering, click HERE!
 8th Grade Families – Save the Date
The 8th grade dance will take place on Sunday, April 13 at St. Johns Golf & Country Club and the theme will be "Fire & Ice" - time will be 7:00-9:00.  Tickets will be sold later this year.
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 Week at a Glance: Week of February 3:
· Monday, February 3:
· National School Counselor Week!
· Math Counts Meeting after school
  
· Wednesday, February 5:
· Band MPA
· Blue Chips in Gym after school
 
· Thursday, February 6:
· Kindergarten Goldilocks Field Trip
· Math Peer Tutoring After School
· POA @ PIA
 
· Friday, February 7:
· Last Day before 8th Grade DC Trip!
 
 
That’s all for now Chargers.  Work Hard. Learn Something. Be Kind.
 
Respectfully,
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Drew Chiodo, Principal
drew.chiodo@stjohns.k12.fl.us
(904) 547-4053
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This meeting will
be held via
Microsoft Teams

Join on your computer or mobile app via link below

Join the meeting now s

Or callin (audio only) 904-420-0831 6:00 PM—7:30 PM
Phone Conference ID: 445 379 960#
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GIFTED PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

JOIN THE CONVERSATION,
LEARN, AND CONNECT!

February 2025 GPAC

Parents, caregivers, and SICSD gifted students:
Join gifted educators and student leaders for this
learning opportunity!

Come to our GPAC event where gifted students will engage in interactive games
designed to boost creative and critical thinking skills. This is a fantastic opportunity
to meet like-minded peers, explore new ideas, and discover enrichment resources
tailored for gifted students.

February 20, 2025
6:30-7:30 PM
Beachside High School Cafeteria

For more information about GPAC, please reach out to:





image3.png
& SAVETHE DATE
BTH GRADE DANCE

STJOHN'S GOLF RGOUNTRY GLUB
SEMI-FORMAL ATTIRE




image4.png




