February 16, 2025
 
Good morning Chargers, 
Our 8th Graders had a phenomenal experience in Washington D.C. this week and, among all the phenomenal things we saw and experienced, a quote stuck with me that reminded me about how special our POA Community is: 
 
“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more, and become more, you are a leader.” ~ John Quincy Adams
 
Your actions inspire our children to dream.  Your actions inspire our community to learn and grow together.  Your actions inspire us to learn from each other, every day.  Your actions inspire our community to become more.  Thank you for choosing to lead every day. 
 
 
Come Charge Ahead with Us
C – “Come on time, each day, ready to learn!” (August)
H- “Hold tight to kindness and caring.”  (September)
A-“Anchor yourself in Honesty and Fairness.”  (October)
R- “Rally around differences and celebrate them.”  (November)
G- “Greet each day with a positive attitude.” (December)
E- “Engage with your learning to show responsibility.” (January)
R- “Reflect on learning opportunities to build trustworthiness.” Trust the process.  Slow down this week, reflect on what has worked for you this year, and what needs improvement:  reflect on what you’ve learned and trust your process. 
 
Rising Middle School Courses
This past week, your student received their Core Course Recommendations, along with a colored Elective Request Sheet for the 2025-2026 school year. Please review this information with your child and have them return it to their HOMEROOM teacher with a parent signature no later than Tuesday, February 18, 2025.
Please note that core course recommendations are made on an individual student basis, with consideration of the whole child in mind. This includes St. Johns County School District guidelines for class grades and standardized test scores, as well as what your student’s teacher observes of their learning style in the classroom. 
For core course recommendation review requests, students may complete the Request for Course Recommendation Review form on the Resources for Students webpage of the Patriot Oaks Academy website. The deadline to submit a review request is Friday, February 28, 2025.
Please also note that some elective courses are by teacher recommendation only. Students have the opportunity to elect interest in these courses, but final placement will be determined by teachers. All other elective placements will be made by a lottery system, and it is crucial that all elective options are ranked in order of desire. Top choice elective requests cannot be guaranteed, but we do our best to have every middle school student placed in at least one of their top three elective requests.
Knight at the Castle for Rising CHS 9th Graders
For all the important information and dates for students headed to CHS, please click here! 
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Awesome resources for families!!
Did you know that you can access free, district vetted, and school approved resources and curriculum on our school website?!  
Free District Tutoring Services
Year- at-a- Glance Pacing Guides for all courses & grades
Parent Resource Guide
Grading Policy
Schoology for Parents
 
 
A Note from our PTO (patriooakspto@gmail.com) 
February 21 – Spirit Swag Sale
Our next Spirit Swag sale will take place on February 21.  Spirit stickers, charms and spirit sticks will all be sold.  Cash only. 
 
Feb 24-28 Chargers Charity - Building Character through Helping Others 
During the week of Feb 24 - Feb 28, PTO will host our annual Patriot Oaks Academy Family Service Project. We are partnering with St. Johns Cares (https://www.stjohnscares.org/) again this year to help identify community needs and assist with distribution of donations. Students will collect hygiene items, health snacks, and boxes of cereal for local children and teens in need. 
 
Recipients: We will distribute the collected items to students in need at the Florida School of Deaf and Blind (https://www.fsdbk12.org/about) and Port in the Storm (https://www.stfrancisshelter.org/programs/port-in-the-storm/), a youth homeless shelter in St. Augustine. 
 
Donations: To spread the donations out, we are asking each grade level to bring in specific items: 
1. K - fruit snacks and dried fruit
1. 1 - Apple sauce 
1. 2 - juice boxes
1. 3 - shampoo/conditioner
1. 4 - body lotion
1. 5 - body wash
1. 6 - animal crackers
1. 7 - popcorn
1. 8 - hair ties and deodorant 
ALL ITEMS MUST BE NUT FREE
Additionally, all families are encouraged to donate cereal boxes of all sizes. 
 
8th Grade Families – Save the Date
The 8th grade dance will take place on Sunday, April 13 at St. Johns Golf & Country Club and the theme will be "Fire & Ice" - time will be 7:00-9:00.  Tickets will be sold later this year.
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Week at a Glance: Week of February 17:
1. Monday, February 17: 
0. President’s Day- No School 
 
1. Tuesday, February 18: 
0. MS- Parent signed course recs and completed elective request forms due
0. MS- PE Waiver and Spanish Letter Deadline 
0. CHS 8th Grade Presentation- 8:30 in café 
 
1. Wednesday, February 19: 
0. 5th Grade WOW
0. Character Chat Filming for April!
0. Character Cup Practice after school 
 
1. Thursday, February 20: 
0. Math Peer Tutoring in 616 after school
0. Musical Rehearsal on Stage
0. Home BBall v. LA 
 
1. Friday, February 21: 
0. Math Counts Field Trip
0. 2nd Grade to Tree Hill
0. Musical Rehearsal on Stage 
 
 
That’s all for now Chargers.  Work Hard. Learn Something. Be Kind. 
 
Respectfully, 
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Drew Chiodo, Principal 
drew.chiodo@stjohns.k12.fl.us
(904) 547-4053
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