November 3, 2024
 
Good Morning Chargers!
 
November brings us the season of Thanksgiving, and we are beyond grateful for the opportunity to serve your children, and our community.  We believe that not a single negative emotion can exist in the presence of gratitude…. And we are thankful for your children, and you every day. Make it a great week!
 
Come Charge Ahead with Us
C – “Come on time, each day, ready to learn!” (August)
H- “Hold tight to kindness and caring.”  (September)
· “Anchor yourself in Honesty and Fairness.”  (October)
R- “Rally around differences and celebrate them.”  Talk to your Charger this week about what makes them unique…. Celebrate at the dinner table what makes each person different and then talk about why it’s important to be your own person.  A little self-realization and gratification will go a long way to respecting why everyone deserves to be celebrated.  
 
Our Annual Dry Food Drive to support South Woods Elementary is Underway!
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Veterans Day Honors 2024
As we approach Veterans Day, we would love to honor and recognize the veterans in our school community.  If you have a veteran in your family, we invite you to share their photo with us.  Please include the following information:
Name of Veteran
Name of student or faculty (relation to the veteran)
Branch of service
 Please send pictures by November 5 to our PTO at patriotoakspto@gmail.com. 
Thank you for helping us pay tribute to those who have served!
 
Veterans Day Lessons
On November 11, 2024, we will have a normal school day.  Our Elementary Resource Team will be implementing district approved curricula to honor and teach about our Veterans to all our students.  Our middle school ELA & Social Studies teams also have approved curricula that our students will be interacting with.  We are in school, we are here to learn, and we are here to honor our Veterans by becoming better students and citizens, together. 
 
Holocaust Remembrance & Victims of Communism Day
During the week of November 4th, our 5th Grade Classes and Middle School Social Studies classes will be implemented state required lessons and resources.  If you have any questions regarding this instruction, please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher or Mr. Chiodo.   
 
Required Health Screening Opt Out Form
Kindergarten, 1st Grade, 3rd Grade & 6th Grade students have state required health screenings that are conducted every year.  If, for whatever reason, you chose to opt out of these screenings, please complete the form here and returning it to our front office as soon as possible.  
 
Freedom Crossing Academy is Hosting a Community Literacy Night!
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A Note from our PTO (patriooakspto@gmail.com)
Upcoming PTO events
· November 4th – PTO General Meeting Join us for our PTO General Meeting.  This meeting will be held in the cafeteria at 9:00am.  We hope to see you there! Please note, you will need a yellow tag to enter the school.
· November 5th – Zaxby’s POA Spirit Night Skip the cooking and visit the Zaxby’s located at 85 Tylers Way on Nov 5th between 5-8pm. 10% of your purchase will be donated back to Patriot Oaks. Make sure to mention POA! 
· November 15th - 2nd Annual Family Musical Bingo We are excited to bring you our 2nd musical bingo event on Friday, November 15th from 6-8pm in the cafeteria...Family Musical Bingo! THIS IS A FREE FAMILY EVENT, BUT RSVP IS REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION.  Please select the RSVP button first and indicate the number of people in your party. If you would like to pre-order food in addition to your RSVP, then select your meal kit option second. Food purchase is optional.
·  Please RSVP here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BACAE2CA5FD0-52201948-family Join us as DJ Ross plays tunes to sing along with while playing bingo with the opportunity to win prizes.   This is a family event, not a drop off. All students attending must have an adult with them.
· We are offering two Chick-fil-A meal options:
· 8ct nugget or Chick-fil-A sandwich.
· All meals come with selected entree, chips, a cookie, and a bottled water. Food purchase is optional. All pre-orders are due by Nov 11th.
· We encourage those of you who can walk/bike to please do so as parking will be limited. Capacity is limited therefore RSVP is required for admission.
· If you would like to volunteer or you have a teen that would like to volunteer for service hours, please sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BACAE2CA5FD0-52207395-volunteers
Upcoming PTO Volunteer Opportunities
We have several volunteer opportunities coming up.  Please click HERE for more details!
8th Grade Families
8th grade Yearbook Ads: A new tradition begins!  POA is excited to announce the addition 8th grade tribute ads in the yearbook.  It is the perfect way to celebrate your child’s milestone of finishing middle school and heading to high school.  Please visit www.yearbookordercenter.com and use the school code 14848.  Yearbook ads will be featured on the top right of your screen.  The deadline for ads is December 1.
 
Week at a Glance, Week of November 4:
· Monday, November 4:
· Volleyball Practice After School
 
· Tuesday, November 5:
· 5th & 6th Grade Spelling Bee
· Volleyball Practice After School
· POA @ PIA
· Election Day!
 
· Wednesday, November 6:
· 5th & 6th Grade Spelling Bee
· VBall Practice after school
 
· Thursday, November 7:
· VBall Practice After School!
· POA @ PVA Volleyball
 
· Friday, November 8: 
· Veterans Day Assembly- 1st Grade in Café
· VBall Practice After School
 
 
That’s all for now Chargers.  Work Hard. Learn Something. Be Kind.
 
Respectfully,
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Drew Chiodo, Principal
drew.chiodo@stjohns.k12.fl.us
(904) 547-4053
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Food Drive

{November 4th} - {November 15th}
Please assist us in collecting nonperishable food
items for families in need. Collected food items will
be distributed at Southwood's Elementary School.

Collection Boxes will be placed in each hallway and in the
main office as well.
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UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA reading

Join New Worlds Reading, Investing in Kids, and Freedom Crossing Acadermy for

Literacy Night

HAVE FUN WHILE: November
« Learning strategies and getting
tips and tools to help your child in 4

their reading development!

« Enjoying a free meal for registered
participants.

« Participating in reading activities
and games.

Freedom Crossing Academy
1365 Shetland Drive, St. Johns 32259

Pre-register with the QR code:





