November 17, 2024
 
Good Morning Chargers!
 
Tis’ the season of Thanksgiving and we couldn’t be more grateful for YOU!  It is an honor to serve our Patriot Oaks Academy community every day, and our hearts are filled with gratitude knowing that you trust your loved ones to learn and grow with us.  This week we will spend time on our morning news talking about gratitude, service, and kindness and why we must choose to be great by being kind and full of Thanksgiving.
Our next “Charge On,” will be on Sunday, December 1st.  Until then, we wish you, your family, and your loved ones a wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday and we cannot wait to see you back for the final few weeks of the semester after the well-earned break.  Until then: Work Hard, Learn Something, & Be Kind!
 
Come Charge Ahead with Us
C – “Come on time, each day, ready to learn!” (August)
H- “Hold tight to kindness and caring.”  (September)
A-“Anchor yourself in Honesty and Fairness.”  (October)
R- “Rally around differences and celebrate them.”  How can you rally around our differences, and celebrate them if you do not know what those differences are?  Simple: you listen.  You have two ears and one mouth for a reason Chargers, so slow down and listen to those who are different from you… you’ll learn, grow, and celebrate what you have gained in a new friendship.  Take time to listen twice as much as you speak this week… you’ll be surprised with what you learn.
 
Our first school 24-25 “Report Cards” are in and POA tops the charts!
As we head into the home stretch of the first semester, our first comparative data was released and Patriot Oaks Academy is the highest performing K-8 in St. Johns County in both Reading (K-8) and Math (K-8)!  As of today, with more than half of the year in front of us, 54% of all our students have met the state expectations for their grade level (wow)! This is well and good but at POA, we don’t strive to be… we Choose to be Great! We are celebrating today, and working hard tomorrow to take the next steps!
 
Thanksgiving Support
There are number of wonderful opportunities for our families and students to serve our community over the next week.  Please see the attachments below and support where you feel called to do so:
A Ketterlinus Thanksgiving 
Simons House Thanksgiving Turkey Giveaway 
SEA Center Thanksgiving 
 
Gratitude & Support for our MS Science Team
We want to thank the more than 150 families that have donated to our MS Science Lab fund.  We are always looking for more, innovative, ways to provide our students with the best lab opportunities.  If you feel called to do so, please consider donating to help our students have what they need to grow their love and knowledge of science.  
 
Safety Reminders
The end of November brings our next round of drills at POA.  This week we will have both a lock down drill and a fire/evacuation drill.  Please reminder you Chargers of the differences between a “blue light” which means it’s a drill and a “red light,” which means we are in an active situation.  The most important reminder for your Charger is that our staff is trained to keep your children safe and that all students should always listen to adults.
 
Thanksgiving Hours
POA will be closed during the Thanksgiving Week for Students, Families, and Teachers.  Limited administration and support staff will be on campus Monday, November 25 and Tuesday, November 26.  All phone calls and inquiries will be followed up with on Monday, December 2nd.  We hope you and your family have a wonderful Thanksgiving!
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A Note from our PTO (patriooakspto@gmail.com)
8th Grade Families – December 1 Deadline
· 8th grade Yearbook Ads: A new tradition begins!  POA is excited to announce the addition 8th grade tribute ads in the yearbook.  It is the perfect way to celebrate your child’s milestone of finishing middle school and heading to high school.  Please visit www.yearbookordercenter.com and use the school code 14848.  Yearbook ads will be featured on the top right of your screen.  The deadline for ads is December 1.
December 2-6 Wonderland Holiday Shop
The PTO is so excited to bring a Holiday Shop to POA this year! Your Charger will be able to shop for their loved ones right here on campus during school hours.
The shop will be open from December 2nd through December 6th. It will be a great way for students to gain the experience of budgeting their money for their chosen purchases and feel the excitement of giving to others this holiday season. If you are interested in volunteering, please sign up here.
· FAQ:
· What are the payment options? Cash or pre-paid Wonderland gift cards (only) will be accepted.
· Gift Cards? - you can purchase a gift card for your child to use during their shopping trip. Here is the link to purchase: gift card 
· Note: gift card balances are non-refundable. They can be used entirely, or the balance will remain and can be used in the future at the Wonderland gift shop. 
· When will my child get to shop? All Elementary classes will be scheduled for a 30 minute shopping time slot per their teacher. 
· Middle School students are welcome to shop before school, 8-8:20, or during their lunchtime. Middle School will not have a designated shopping time slot. 
· What if my child is absent when their class shops? If your child is absent during their scheduled class shopping time, their teacher can send them to shop at an alternative time during the week. 
· My child's shopping time is at the end of the week, will there still be inventory? Yes, the Wonderland shop will re-stock items daily. There is always a chance something could run out from the warehouse, but overall things should be well stocked. 
 
BJ’s Wholesale Club Memberships
COMING SOON TO ST JOHNS - WE ARE SO EXCITED AND WE KNOW YOU ARE TO
Opening HOLIDAYS 2024 - Join now to get the special pre-opening deals! 
BJ’s will donate $10 for every new enrollment AND $5 for renewals to PATRIOT OAKS ACADEMY
💥 Club Card ONLY $20, normally $55!
💥 Club+ Card ONLY $60, normally $110!  
With this membership you will earn 2% on your shopping PLUS an extra 5 cents off on gas!   Everyone is welcome to sign up now and enjoy some online shopping or they can visit another BJs location. Your year of membership will not officially start until the club opens, so if you sign up now, you get some “bonus time!”        
Both memberships come with a FREE family/household card!  
These special prices are only available through the fundraiser. This offer is not instore or online.
 💥Renewals - $50 for Club Card, $100 for Club+ Card.  We will add the 12 months to your current expiration date.
How do you take advantage of these awesome deals?
New members can click the link to sign up online  http://www.bjs.com/patriotoaks
Other option to sign up…
Call #1800-313-8887 and reference promo code 813033 by DECEMBER 13, 2024.  
Hours of Operation: Monday – Friday from 9am to 6pm EST
If you have any questions, please feel free to email Kim Sbrogna.  ksbrogna@bjs.com
 
Week at a Glance, Week of November 18:
· Monday, November 18:
· Volleyball Playoffs
· Girl Scouts in the cafe
· Tuesday, November 19:
· Volleyball Playoffs
· Cub Scouts in Café after school
· Wednesday, November 20:
· Regular School Day- no WOW or early release
· Elementary Health Screenings
· Thursday, November 21:
· Elementary Health Screenings
· Volleyball Championship Games
· Friday, November 22: 
· Last day before Thanksgiving Break!
Looking Ahead, Week of November 25: 
· Monday, November 25- Friday, November 28
· Limited staff availability on Monday, November 25 & Tuesday, November 26.  Front office closed to public.
· SJCSD Closed in observance of Thanksgiving Wednesday, November 26- Friday, November 29.
 
That’s all for now Chargers.  Work Hard. Learn Something. Be Kind.
 
Respectfully,
[image: ]
Drew Chiodo, Principal
drew.chiodo@stjohns.k12.fl.us
(904) 547-4053
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CITIZENSHIP

Parent Resource

What is citizenship?

Citizenship means helping my neighbor, community and nation.

As your child gets older, he or she will have opporturnities to make choices that
impact the school, community and nation.
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