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Dear Families, 

Thank you for another wonderful week at Patriot Oaks Academy!  As you have seen 

since our inception, it takes more than a few people to make a school GREAT!  Our 

teachers are hosting informative Open House events.  Likewise, our staff consistently 

looks for ways to improve our service and our volunteers seem to always be willing to 

pitch-in wherever and whenever needed.  Most recently, our local Sherriff's office has 

been working on improving the traffic on Longleaf Pine Parkway.  We have almost 300 

more students than we did last year and the increased volume of cars is being looked 

at through their traffic study. 

Until they have established new routines for arrival and dismissal procedures in our 

drop off and pick up line, the Sherriff’s Office will be increasing their presence while 

they conduct the traffic study.  Once these routines are established we will share the 

new traffic pattern with our families.  

I hope that each of you will find a way to make a POSITIVE impact on our school and 

with our students.  There are many opportunities to volunteer throughout the year.  Our 

PTO lists many of these opportunities on their website.   

One way to show support for our school is through PTO Membership.  Please 

consider supporting the school through membership in our PTO.  I am happy to 

say that I AM a member! 

At Patriot Oaks Academy, we are proud of the very high expectations we have for ALL 

students.  I was pleased to see results from last year’s DE exams, Algebra 1 EOC’s 

and Civics EOC’s which showed not only stellar performance, but wonderful 

GROWTH.  We monitor our students regularly to make sure that WHAT we teach and 

HOW we teach are having a positive impact.  The results indicate that they are defi-

nitely having a positive impact.  While we don’t have the results of the FSA back yet, I 

have no doubt that they will be equally impressive. 

Lastly, I encourage all of our families new to Florida to register to vote.  The last 

page of this newsletter contains an informational flyer about the half-cent sales 

tax referendum.  Please join us on 9/22 at 3:30 for a special SAC meeting and 

conversation about this topic. 

Thank you as always for your support! 

Your lead learner, 
 

Mrs. Harrison 
 

Go Chargers! 
 

Building a Tradition of Excellence, Together! 

Principal’s Post 



AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
All after school activities are currently enrolling for the sessions that start next week, 
as well as, soon after.  Please find their links and contact information on the Extended 
Day’s portion of the school website under Departments.  Space is limited, so sign-up 
early!! 
 
Building Minds – Monday          Kidz Art—Wednesday 
Teams of Tomorrow – Monday        Club Scientific—Thursday 
Drama Kids—Tuesday Class         Pak’s Karate—Thursday 
Drama Kids – Friday (class full)       En Point Dance Studios—Wednesday 
Language Exploration Enrichment – Tuesday/Thursday 

CLINIC NEWS:   

Nurse Jamie is in the clinic Monday to Friday,  from 8 am to 3:30 pm.  If you have an 

emergency medication for your student please bring it  in soon along with a SJCSD 

Medication  Authorization form signed by your doctor. 



MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE 
Friday, August 28th from 6pm - 8pm in the Cafetorium 

Western Theme 

 

Tickets will be on sale during lunch August 26th - 28th for $10 

Tickets will be sold night of the dance at the door for $12 

 

Tickets include admission, two concession tickets, DJ and photo booth 

Additional concession tickets will be sold at the dance for $1 each 

If it has wheels, you need a helmet!                                                                          

Bicycle and Skateboarding Safety 

 

 

 

Please remind your students that are biking to school that  Florida law requires that they wear 

a helmet.  Safety is always a primary concern with our students and we do see some of them 

coming into school or leaving campus without their helmets.  A Deputy will be issuing     

warnings to students that are not in compliance. 

316.2065 Bicycle regulations.— 
 
(d) A bicycle rider or passenger who is under 16 years of age must wear a bicycle helmet that 
is properly fitted and is fastened securely upon the passenger’s head by a strap and that 
meets the federal safety standard for bicycle helmets, final rule, 16 C.F.R. part 1203. A helmet 
purchased before October 1, 2012, which meets the standards of the American National Stand-
ards Institute (ANSI Z 90.4 Bicycle Helmet Standards), the standards of the Snell Memorial 
Foundation (1984 Standard for Protective Headgear for Use in Bicycling), or any other nation-
ally recognized standards for bicycle helmets adopted by the department may continue to be 
worn by a bicycle rider or passenger until January 1, 2016. As used in this subsection, the 
term “passenger” includes a child who is riding in a trailer or semitrailer attached to a bicycle. 
(e) Law enforcement officers and school crossing guards may issue a bicycle safety brochure 
and a verbal warning to a bicycle rider or passenger who violates this subsection. A bicycle rid-
er or passenger who violates this subsection may be issued a citation by a law enforcement 
officer and assessed a fine for a pedestrian violation, as provided in s. 318.18. The court shall 
dismiss the charge against a bicycle rider or passenger for a first violation of paragraph (d) up-

on proof of purchase of a bicycle helmet that complies with this subsection   (see 
www.leg.state.fl.us/statute for full reading of statute) 

 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0318/Sections/0318.18.html


“Wednesday with a Cause” Success 

A huge thank you to everyone who        
participated in our Wednesday with a 
Cause this week.  You amazed us with 
your generosity.  We collected $1,200!  

What a way to step up and support         
Nathaniel!!   

The St. Johns County Sherriff's Department will be testing new procedures for 

traffic related to student drop off and pick up routines at the entrance and exit 

areas of our school campus.  The Sherriff's Department is working to resolve 

congestion and improved safety on Longleaf Pine Parkway during arrival and 

dismissal times for Patriot Oaks Academy.  They will be conducting their study 

over the next few days and appreciate the cooperation of the community as they 

work through this process.  They are estimating that they will have recommendations for           

procedures by Friday, August 28th.  Once these recommendations have been determined 

and communicated to the school district, Mrs. Harrison will communicate any potential 

changes to our Patriot Oaks Academy families. 



A Message from School Board Member, Beverly Slough: 

Welcome back to school! We have had a wonderful start to our school year. As I visit schools, 
I find great teaching and learning happening in each location. I also find terrific parental sup-
port. Thanks to all our parent groups for making our teachers feel valued as they return to 
work and for being so welcoming to the new families in all of our schools. We are off to a 
great beginning! 

 As you have (I hope) read, the School Board is engaged in an effort to generate a new fund-
ing stream to provide for new schools and renovations to existing ones, to enhance safety for 
our students, and to provide additional technology. On November 3, we are asking voters to 
approve a referendum to increase the sales tax by 1/2 penny, changing the sales tax rate 
from 6% to 6.5%. We estimate that the increased sales tax will provide $13 million per year 
for the capital needs of our district. The term of the referendum is 10 years. This means that 
the increased tax will expire at the end of ten years. The only way that it could be extended is 
if another vote were taken. 

 At the end of last school year, we were two schools behind to provide permanent seats for 
our children. We have already grown by over 1200 children this year. Because of very rapid 
growth, we had to add an additional 74 relocatable classrooms across the district. We are 
currently spending $191,000 PER MONTH in lease payments for relocatable classrooms. Our 
great desire is to have the funding to provide seats inside our school buildings for our children 
rather than relying increasing on relocatable classrooms. The increase in sales tax would go a 
long way to provide the needed funds to build new schools and expand others to accomplish 
this goal. 

 Several resources are available to you to help you to fully understand the issue and to be an 
informed voter on November 3. The district webpage, www.stjohns.k12.fl.us, contains a link 
to a webpage devoted to this topic. In addition, a Facebook page, Better Schools, Better Econ-
omy, Brighter Future, has valuable information and links to presentations on the issue. Final-
ly, public forums are being held throughout the district on the topic. If you would like to re-
quest a forum for your neighborhood or group, there is a link on the district webpage to do 
so. 

 I urge everyone to learn as much as possible about this issue. I further urge you to vote YES 
for the referendum in November. Voting has never been easier - you can request an absentee 
ballot from the Supervisor of Elections and vote by mail, early voting will be held beginning 
October 24 for 10 days, and all polls will be open on November 3. 

 Please support this effort. Our children are depending on you! 

 As always, thank you for your support of public education. If I may serve you in any way, 
please contact me at Beverly.Slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us. 

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/














 

The Language Exploration Enrichment (L.E.E. Spanish Program) is currently taking  registra-
tions for the Fall Semester. Fee per student is $245.  Net proceeds benefit your school.   For 
more details, please contact the L.E.E. Administration via email at LEEStJohns@aol.com.  
Hurry space is limited.  

HELP US MEET OUR PTO MEMBERSHIP GOAL 
 

We had 376 PTO Members in our inaugural year, which didn't include an 8th 
grade class.  Our goal this year is 462 PTO Members. 
 
If we meet our school wide goal of 462 members, PTO will purchase a spirit 
stick for each child in the membership database. 
 
PTO Membership drive is 
currently at 52% of goal 
 
Join now! 

mailto:LEEStJohns@aol.com

