
P ATRIOT P RESS 
Patriot Oaks Academy Newsletter                                                                    November 10,  2016 

The 

In This Issue: 

 Norovirus Information 

 Food Drive 

 All State Honor Band 

 MS Exam Schedule 

 Upcoming Events 

 Box Top Contest 

 Proctor Sign Up 

 Social Studies Materials 
Adoption 

 Holiday Shop  

 Holiday Photo Fundraiser 

 PSAT Information and FAQ’s 

 SJCSD New Superintendent 

 School Pictures/Cady Studio 
Letter 

 Café Volunteer Sign Up 

 Virtual College Night 

 Chargerthon Report and 
Thank You 

 Thank You to SAC 

 Time Management for Kids 

 Character Counts Run/Walk 
Save the Date 

 

Dear Families, 
Tomorrow we celebrate and say THANK YOU to the Veterans who have 
served our country.  We held assemblies today to remind and educate our  
children on the meaning of Veterans Day.  We are appreciative for those who 
made the celebration possible.  Among those are: our PTO Patriotic Chair  
representatives, our Assistant Principal, Mrs. McCormick, our choral director 
Mrs. Kobitter, along with the students in our school choir, band director,       
Mr. Rauh, along with students in his jazz band, and our local Boy Scouts who 
led us in the pledge of allegiance.  Additionally, the event was made special 
with speeches by School Board member Mr. Mignon, district program         
specialist Mrs. Stroh, district program specialist Mr. Bledsoe, Mjr. Bill Elliot and 
guest presenters Jerry and Daphne Cameron. Mr. Cameron dressed in period 
costume as Patrick Henry and reenacted the famous “Give me Liberty” speech 
by Patrick Henry.  Each year we hold celebrations to honor our Veterans and 
today's was yet another example of the power of our community coming      
together to benefit the education of our children. 
 
We are forever grateful for the leadership of Dr. Joyner.  At Tuesday's school 
board meeting we learned that Mr. Tim Forson will be the next superintendent 
of St Johns County Schools.  Mr. Forson, who has over 36 years of              
experience in St. Johns County Schools, will be transitioning into the           
superintendent role over the next few months.  He has worked alongside 
Dr.Joyner as the Deputy Superintendent of Operations and is an excellent 
choice to lead our schools! 
 
Blue Car Line Update!  Our middle school pick-up line in the afternoons has 
been running smoothly.  On Monday, the Sheriff’s Department will be back out 
to monitor the traffic and give a final recommendation for our next steps.  We 
are hoping to begin running a drop-off line in the mornings very soon.  I will 
send out a separate email notification when the plan is finalized. 
 
The next few weeks are very busy as we close out the second semester. I 
hope you all enjoy your three-day weekend! 
 
Your lead learner, 
 

Mrs. Harrison 
 

Building a Tradition of Excellence, Together!                                                                                                                               GO CHARGERS! 

Principal’s Post 

Visible Learning for Parents! 

This year our teachers and students will be reflecting on each quality of the CHARGER learner acronym. 

R= Remains Resourceful 

I use different strategies to accomplish my goals. 

 I understand my strengths and weaknesses and I seek help as needed.  

I frequently use resources such as Edmodo, Quizlet, HAC, or Khan Academy to enhance my learning. 



IMPORTANT HEALTH NEWS 





MIDDLE SCHOOL EXAM SCHEDULE: 

Final exams for semester long courses and mid term exams for year long 

courses will be administered Dec 13 through 16th.  These exams cannot 

be administered early.  Please do everything possible to ensure your     

student is in attendance during this time. 

Upcoming Events 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Veterans Day – Student/Teacher Holiday 
on 11/11/16 

Interims Issued on 11/16/16 

Thanksgiving Break – Student/Teacher 
Holiday on 11/23-25/16 

Holiday Shop  
Tuesday, November 29, 2016   
 
Middle School Exams December 13 
through December 16th. 
                                   
Second Quarter / First Semester Ends on 
12/21/16 
 
Winter Break – Student/Teacher Holiday 
on 12/22/16 

 

7th Grade Euphonium player Ben Shalters 

was accepted into the All-State Honor Band. 

Congratulations Ben ~ we are proud of you! 

 We collected 13,143 box tops!   That's 

over $1300 that will go directly to our 
school!  Keep on clipping! 

Test Proctors Needed:  
 

Patriot Oaks is in need of proctors for end-
of-semester PE exams in December. 

Please check the Signup Genius 
here: http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0a4daaa92ca31-winter and sign up if 
you can help out! Every hour makes a huge 
difference and we greatly appreciate your 

time! 

Lance Rauh, Band Director and                                   

Ben Shalters, Student 
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PTO Holiday Shop 

November 29th—December 8th 

An opportunity for students to gifts for friends and family. 

See PTO’s website for more  details. 









 

 

 

 New Superintendent of St. Johns County Named 

 

 

The St. Johns County School Board voted to name retired Deputy Superintendent for Operations Tim Forson as the next 

superintendent of the St. Johns County School District (SJCSD). The five school board members voted unanimously and 

Forson will succeed Superintendent Dr. Joseph Joyner on January 4, 2017. 

Board members cited Forson as the best qualified and most suited candidate to further the success achieved during Dr. 

Joyner’s tenure.  Forson’s 36 years with the SJCSD, proven leadership skills, varied curriculum and operations experience, 

and familiarity with the school district and community were also touted.  

School Board Chair Patrick Canan led the superintendent search process for the board. “I knew this would be the single most 

important decision we would make together as a board, and I appreciate the work of the Florida School Boards Association 

and Assistant Superintendent Martha Mickler as they assisted us through the steps,” said Canan. “This proved a difficult de-

cision as I felt as though we were in a win-win situation in choosing between Dr. Vickie Cartwright and Mr. Forson. In the end 

Mr. Forson has the familiarity and trust of the community coupled with the confidence from the board which made him the 

perfect choice to continue the excellence under Dr. Joyner’s leadership.”   

“Tim is a superior leader and an even better person,” said Dr. Joyner. “His integrity and character have made him one of my 

most trusted advisors. His commitment to this district gives me great pride and I am honored to have worked with him for 

almost 14 years.”  

Forson led the SJCSD Facilities and Operations Department for 10 years until his retirement in May of this year.  During that 

time the district implemented an energy management program that has produced a $36 million cost avoidance in utility ex-

penses.  The Operations Department also implemented an energy management system for all facilities that improved build-

ing performance and efficiency.  

Prior to serving as a district administrator, Mr. Forson was the principal at Bartram Trail High School during a time of unprec-

edented growth.  Bartram Trail was an “A” school during his tenure and he fostered the development of both accelerated 

academic program offerings and career academies.  He also served as principal of Mill Creek Elementary School for six 

years where he helped to transition it from a predominantly rural school to a school serving a growing community of new fam-

ilies. 

Mr. Forson has been a lifelong resident of St. Johns County beginning his career as a secondary social studies teacher and 

coach.  He was recognized as St. Johns County Social Studies Teacher of the Year in 1992. He also was awarded Principal 

of the Year in 2005 and went on to become a state finalist for this honor. 

Mr. Forson attended school locally at St. Joseph Academy and later received his bachelor’s degree from the University of 

Central Florida and his master’s degree from Nova Southeastern University. 

His wife, Janice, has been an educator in St. Johns County for more than 25 years and presently works as an instructional 

coach for pre-kindergarten teachers in the county.  The Forsons have been married for 38 years and have four children. 

For information on the superintendent search process and timeline visit [www.stjohns.k12.fl.us]www.stjohns.k12.fl.us. 

 



Cafeteria Volunteers Needed:   
Patriot Oaks is looking for willing volunteers to help assist students during their lunch periods. Volunteers are 
need to assist in opening packages, drinks, etc and generally assisting in a smoother lunch period for the ele-
mentary grades. If you are able to assist, please sign up here:  
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0A4DAAA92CA31-lunchroom 
Additional dates will be added as we progress through the year. Anyone interested in volunteering in a certain 
day/time slot each week, please contact Meredith Connell, PatriotOaksVolunteers@gmail.com, to sign up rather 
than using the SignUpGenius link. Remember that all volunteers must be approved volunteers. Siblings are not 
permitted to attend. 
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Thank you to our SAC Committee for providing funds                                       

for four of  our teachers to attend the PLC Conference. 



Save the date for St. John’s Annual CHARACTER COUNTS! 6k/3K Run/Walk 

will be held on Saturday, February 4, 2016 at Palencia Elementary. 


