
P ATRIOT P RESS 

My kids wake up excited to go to 

school. They come home happy 

(and exhausted). They are learning 

new things every day. They both 

adore their teachers and the teach-

ers seem to be a really good fit for 

their personalities and learning 

styles. They are proud of their 

school and proud to be Chargers. 

At the end of the day, all of this is 

what really matters to me.  

- Patriot Oaks Parent 
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Students began interviews this 

week… Student news is coming 

soon! 

Building a Tradition of Excellence, Together! 

Principal’s Post 
Dear Patriot Oaks Academy Families, 

 
Last Friday, our teachers and staff began a professional development process called Visible 
Learning.  We are excited to begin this process and commit to making learning meaningful 
and engaging for our students! 

Please plan on joining our Open House events.  The dates have been posted online and 
additional information will be sent leading up to the events.  Interims will be issued in grades 
k-2 (sent home home via the red folder) and available online, in grades 3-7, through HAC.  If 
you need your HAC account information, please stop by our front office and pick up your 
account information.  Please be prepared to show your ID.   

Other events are also available on our website and as our new webmaster begins redesign-
ing our webpage, you will begin seeing many new improvements. 

Inclement Weather Dismissal Procedures 
On days when there is lightning and/or it is raining heavily at the end of the school day, the school 
will hold all bike riders and walkers up to one-half hour, or until the storm ceases. 
 
Please make prior arrangements with your child for rainy day transportation. 
 
When your child comes to school, they should know what to do when school has rainy day dismis-
sal.  Please make it clear to your child if you intend to pick him/her up in case of severe weather. 
Dismissal procedures were discussed at the beginning of the year at orientation, or individually, for 
parents to provide instructions for teachers on rainy day dismissals.  If you plan to vary from the 
procedure established at the beginning of the year or at the time of enrollment please send a note 
to the teacher, otherwise we will adhere to the initial directions you provided at the beginning of the 
school year. 
If weather is severe enough to detain students for an extended period of time, a “Remind” text mes-
sage will be sent out.  If time permits, an Alert Now Message will be sent as well. 
Unless lightening and heavy winds and/tornado warnings are in effect that would prevent bus stu-
dents or car riders from dismissing, they will be dismissed using no more than slightly modified varia-
tions of our current practice. 
 

Safety 
We are continuing to hear of unsafe practices when dropping students off, and picking students up, 
off campus.  It is imperative that you do not stop in roadways or turning lanes to release or pick up 
your child.   
While in the drop off line, please say your “good-byes” before your child exits your car.  Lengthy 
departures hold up the drop off process.  Additionally, please do not “watch” and/or “talk” to your 
child as they are walking down the sidewalk.  After your child exits the car, please pay attention to 
the road, cross walk and car ahead of you.  When you do not pay attention to these things, you cre-
ate a very unsafe situation for those of us working the drop off line and for your child who can also 
be injured by not paying attention to what is in front of him/her.  Please do not use your cell phone 
when dropping your child off or when picking your child up in the car line. 
As always, we thank you for your continued support. 
Your Lead Learner, 
Mrs. Harrison 

GO CHARGERS! 
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Girls on the Run 

Girls on the Run practices start next Monday (Sept 22). Those who 
have registered already will meet at the pavilion on practice days 
(Mondays and Thursdays at 3:15).  If it is raining, class will be held in 
Ms. Swenson’s room.  Pick up will be at 4:30 in the visitor parking lot 
(regular parent pick up line).  Current registration is FULL… thank 
you to those who have signed up and to the sponsors of the GotR 
team!   
 

A Message from the Clinic 
Consider keeping children at home for an extra day 
of rest and observation if they have: 
 
Keep your children at home for rest and treatment if they have: 
 
* Fever greater than 100 degrees 
* Chills 
* General tiredness or not feeling good 
* Frequent congested (wet) or croup-sounding cough 
* Lots of nasal congestion with frequent blowing of nose 
* Stomach symptoms are not a part of cold or flu symptoms but for good 
health sake follow these 
guidelines for staying home and preventing spread of disease: 
* Vomiting (even just once) 
* Diarrhea 
* Symptoms of cold or flu  
 
A cold or flu spreads most easily during the first 48 hours. A child who has a fever 
should remain at home until the fever 
has been 100 degrees or lower for 24 hours. Usually, antibiotics are not given for 
simple colds and flu. Strep throat or ear infections may require antibiotics. A child 
taking antibiotics should be on the medication for 24 hours before returning to 
school. A child may awaken with unclear complaints, which could be a cold or flu. 
If this happens, it is wise to observe 
him or her at home for an hour or two before deciding whether to bring him/her to 
school. Many of you do this already! 
 
Consider keeping children at home for an extra day of rest and observation 
if they have: 
 
* Very stuffy or runny nose, and/or cough 
* Mild sore throat (no fever, no exposure to strep throat) 
* Headache 
 
A child should be physically able to participate in all school activities when 
returning to school. Keeping a sick child at home will help reduce the 
spread of colds and flu in the classroom. It is a very long day for a child who is 
sent to school sick. 
 

For additional information, we recommend the following web sites: 
 
* KidsHealth.org 
* WebMD.org 
* CDC.gov 

 

School Counselor 

Corner 

By your School Counselors, 

Ms. Sierra and Mrs. Watson 

Good Sportsmanship matters---on 

and off the field! 

Team sports aren’t just for fun. They 
offer an opportunity for teaching good 
sportsmanship. To make sure your 

child gets the lesson before the next 
game, remind your child to be: 

 Respectful to teammates and 
opponents. 

 A good winner (no bragging). 

 A good Loser (no whining). 

Research shows that children who 

hear this “good sportsmanship” 
message before competing 

demonstrate better conflict resolution 
skills than kids who don’t. Better yet, 
those skills may spill over into the 

classroom 

September’s Character Trait:  

Fairness 

 

 

Daydreaming child?             

No worries! 

Is your child daydreaming 

again? Don’t despair! Not only 
is it normal, it is expected. 
Kids’ brains at this age are 

actively changing and grow-
ing. And one of the areas do-
ing most of the growing af-

fects---you guessed it---

concentration. 

Follow us on Twitter 

@PatriotOaks  

http://www.kidshealth.org/
http://www.webmd.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/


MS Dance 

Welcome To Your Bright 
New Future" was the theme 
as the middle school kicked 
off their year with a dance 
Friday, September 5. The 
students were out in droves 
and participated in a glow in 
the dark DJ party, wore 
props in the photo booth and 
munched on goodies at the 
concession stand.  There 
was something for everyone! 
The highlight of the night 
was a drawing for a body 
board, donated by Dean 
Wetjen. Thank you, Dean 
Wetjen, the entire Middle 
School Events Committee, 
chaperones and volunteers! 

 

School      
Contacts: 

Front Desk– Ms. Dupree: 

547-4050  

School Secretary–Ms. 

Secure: 547-4052    

Guidance– 547-4050 

Patriot Oaks Academy 

475 Longleaf Pine Park-

way 

St. Johns, Fl 32259   

(904)547-4050 

Visit us on the web at 

http://www-

poa.stjohns.k12.fl.us/  

Follow us on Twitter: 

@PatriotOaks 

PTO Contacts:                                    
http://
www.patriotoakspto.org
/PTOContacts 

Welcome to your bright, new future! 

PTO Updates 

Red Ribbon Week 

In just a few short weeks all of our Patriot Oaks students will be participating in Red Ribbon 
Week. This week runs from Oct 27th - Oct 31st and is a drug awareness program offered in 
the schools. Many parents know this week as Spirit Week or "the week the kids dress funny," 
but for the kids it will be much more. They will be learning many age appropriate topics, like 
making good choices, and being healthy, as well as for the older kids a little bit about staying 
drug free and aware. This week will also be filled with fun themed days for the kids and staff to 
dress up. There are many other fun things in the works for the kids during the week and parent 
awareness as well. Look for more information to come home and on the website as we get 
closer. For more information about national Red Ribbon Week go to redribbon.org. 

 

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming! 

 

The Scholastic Book fair is coming soon, September 22nd - 26th. Our media center will 
be transformed into our very own "Sir Read A lot" book store.  There will be hundreds of 
books from new and favorite authors, popular series, cool posters, and school supplies. 
Also, don't miss our online book fair by going to the POA school website.  The online 
shopping offers 1,200 more items, including e-books!    

Check out our Literacy Night event details: 

http://www.patriotoakspto.org/ 







   PDQ Spirit Night 

Thank you for your support! 

Patriot Oaks Staff participates in a school-wide initiative… Visible Learning! 

   

SAC 

The SAC Committee of Patriot Oaks Academy will have its first meeting of 
the 2014-15 school year on September 18 at 3:30 PM in the school Media 
Center. This meeting is open to anyone who has an interest in participating 
in the School Advisory Council. SAC consists of: parents, students, teachers, 
support staff, and community members who represent the school by serv-
ing as advocates in the community, preparing and evaluating the school 
improvement plan, and collecting information about the community and the 
school with regard to school needs.  SAC meetings will be held the third 
Thursday of each month.  If you are interested in being a member of this 
committee or have any questions, please contact either Ms. DeMartino or 
Ms. Brown, our SAC Chairs 

Kristine DeMartino:              Kristine.Demartino@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Kristy Brown:                       Kristy.Brown@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

 

Media News 

Mr. Greco 

The Patriot Oaks Library Media Center held our first annual drawing 
for the SSYRA  (Sunshine State Young Reader Award) books on 
Thursday, September 11th.  Since everyone wants to read the books 
at the same time, we decided to have a drawing to see which students 
could check out the books first.  All third through seventh grade stu-
dents have visited the library the past few weeks and discussed the 
fifteen books on the lists for the 2014-15 school year.  There is a 
grades 3-5 list and a grades 6-8 list.  After we discussed each title 
each student wrote their name on a piece of paper and placed it in a 
bag near the book.  Mrs. Harrison drew the grades 3-5 names, the 
winners were notified during the morning announcements, and then 
the winners came to collect the book they won.   After this first draw-
ing, it will be a first come first serve arrangement for students wanting 
to check out any of the SSYRA titles.  The drawing for our middle 
school students was held on Monday, September 15th at lunch.  

What's the best way to make it known to everyone at Patriot Oaks that it's your child's birthday? RESERVE THE ROCK!  



Thank you to our       
Charger  Partners! 

Bringing education and businesses together 
for a better community.  

Braces by Liz 


