
P ATRIOT P RESS 

“There are A LOT of us 

who are extremely im-

pressed with what you've 

accomplished and how our 

kids are transitioning so 

smoothly!” 

- Patriot Oaks Parent 
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Future editions will include articles 

from  students! 

Building a Tradition of Excellence, Together! 

Principal’s Post 
Dear Patriot Oaks Academy Families, 

During week two we have continued to refine our procedures to ensure smoother 
processes throughout the building, as well as during arrival and dismissal times.  
As a new school, we, along with our children, are growing accustomed to our en-
vironment.  They have been very patient with us as we learn together.  I am im-
pressed with our students’ maturity levels.  From kindergarten through 7th grade, 
they display the confidence and character of students who have been held to high 
expectations and who are accustomed to meeting their goals.  We will continue 
to foster these qualities throughout their schooling and are looking forward to 
watching their progress over the year ahead. 

Upcoming Events 

In September, our school events calendar begins to take off.  Upcoming dates to 
be aware of are:  Labor Day, Picture Day, SAC meeting, Middle School Dance, 
Teacher Inservice Day, Book Fair, Literacy Night, Volleyball Try-Outs and Open 
House.  We will continue to advertise these events on the school website and will 
send reminders as appropriate. 
 

Safety 

As a reminder, for the safety of our children, only students and staff are allowed 
to enter the building without checking in at the front office.  All visitors and volun-
teers must have a valid, government issued I.D. and only approved visitors and 
volunteers are allowed to enter past the school office.  Teachers must inform us if 
you are volunteering within their classrooms. 

 
Also for safety, please remember that if you are meeting your child as they exit 
the campus, please leave room on the sidewalks for the children to pass through.  
It is helpful to “stagger” along the fence. This makes it easier for children to see 
you and creates a safer exit for our children.  Please do not stop in roadways to 
allow children to exit your vehicles.  If you are dropping students off in an off-
campus location in order to walk on campus, it is safer to park and then have your 
child exit the car.  Students exiting our campus at the Islesbrook location may not 
walk/ride their bikes back up to crosswalk on Longleaf.  These students must walk 
from our campus directly to the front crosswalk. 
 
As always, we thank you for your continued support. 
Your Lead Learner, 
Mrs. Harrison 
GO CHARGERS! 
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Clinic News 
We are in need of children’s clothing in the clinic- any donations would be appreciated.  

Health screenings ( vision, hearing, scoliosis, height, weight, growth and development) are 
coming up September 23rd and 24th.  Letters will be sent  home with additional information.  

Thank you, 

Mrs. Hermann 

SJMSAA 
SOCCER 

*Soccer tryouts will take place the week of September 29th. 

*FOR INFORMATION, VISIT: http://www.sjmsaa.com/sports/soccer/ . Flyers 

will continue to be available in the front office.  

*REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN. To register, visit: http://www.sjmsaa.com/

registrations/?sports_id=6  

NOTE: Registration is ONLINE and is completed through the above listed 

St. Johns Middle School Athletic Association (SJMSAA). 

*Announcements will continue as the time for tryouts approaches. 

*INTERESTED IN COACHING? Contact Elizabeth King eliza-

beth.king@stjohns.k12.fl.us  

*SJMSAA soccer commissioner: Nizam Emamdie soccer@sjmsaa.com  

POA VOLLEYBALL TRYOUTS 
WHEN:  

Tuesday, September 2nd  3:00-4:30PM AND Thursday, September 4th  3:00-

4:30PM 

 

WHERE:  

Gymnasium 

 

WHAT TO BRING:  

athletic sneakers 

t-shirts 

shorts 

knee pads (NOT REQUIRED) 

athletic waiver (*see below) 

physical form (*see below) 

*Both the athletic waiver AND the physical form are on Coach Brossart’s page 

on the school website under ATHLETICS, http://teachers.stjohns.k12.fl.us/

brossart-a/athletics/ . 

NOTE: 

We will only be allowing athletes in the gym for the duration of the tryout. Par-
ents, please be prepared to pick up your child at 4:30 in the front of the school 
by the main office. The coach will be with your child until they are picked up. 
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Feature  

Teachers…  

Charger    
Challenge 

Teachers demonstrated 

their fun-side in a scaven-

ger hunt during preplan-

ning.  In random groups 

they were “charged” with 

locating areas around the 

building and community.  

This helped them to famil-

iarize themselves with 

their new school and co-

workers.  Here, team 

“Red, White and Blue” 

poses for a quick “selfie” 

to complete their first task 

as a team. 

 

School      
Contacts: 

Front Desk– Ms. Dupree: 

547-4050  

School Secretary–Ms. 

Secure: 547-4052    

Guidance– 547-4050 

Patriot Oaks Academy 

475 Longleaf Pine Park-

way 

St. Johns, Fl 32259   

(904)547-4050 

Visit us on the web at 

http://www-

poa.stjohns.k12.fl.us/  

Follow us on Twitter: 

@PatriotOaks 

PTO Contacts:                                    
http://
www.patriotoakspto.org
/PTOContacts 

From Top, Left to Right: Ms. King, Ms. Garcia, Ms. Vance, Mr. Beverly, Ms. Cowherd, and  Ms. 
Westberry 

Going Digital 

 
As we enter the end of the second week of school, we get closer to rolling out our Digital Tech-
nology Pilot program.  Part of our vision at Patriot Oaks is to create a digital learning environ-
ment that provides students the opportunity to access and develop content like never be-
fore.  Our goal is to not only do this through computers provided by the school, but by also 
giving students the opportunity to use their own devices, devices they are most comfortable 
using.  As we prepare for this initiative, we are making our best efforts to ensure the program is 
successful and beneficial to students.  We are reviewing documents and procedures from a 
variety of other school districts and using them to help us prepare procedures that align with 
our vision at Patriot Oaks. 

The digital devices will be put in place to ultimately increase student achievement, but we will 
also use the opportunity to teach students proper technology etiquette and digital citizen-
ship.   Digitalcitizenship.net outlines nine themes that help to define a variety of areas within 
digital citizenship.  We will use some of these themes to help us when we begin to teach our 
students proper use in all areas of technology. 

We are so excited to begin the technology process at Patriot Oaks, but we are more excited to 
see what it is going to do for student achievement and to see what the students can create. 

 

 

Mr. McGee 

Assistant Principal, Patriot Oaks Academy 

 

 



Media Center 
We are so happy with our beautiful 
new library media center.   If you 
haven’t done so already, please 
send in the signed library permis-
sion form in order for your student 
to checkout library materials.   We 
have had a great first two weeks of 
school and many of our primary 
students have already been to the 
library and learned our new library 
song.  Ask your child to sing it for 
you.   In order to protect library 
books from damage in backpacks 
it is helpful to place them in a gal-
lon size zip lock bag.  Many of the 
other elementary schools in the 
district encourage the zip lock bag 
and it has decreased damage sig-
nificantly.   

SAC 

The SAC Committee of Patriot 
Oaks Academy will have its 
first meeting of the 2014-15 
school year on September 18 
at 3:30 PM in the school Media 
Center. This meeting is open 
to anyone who has an interest 
in participating in the School 
Advisory Council. SAC consists 
of: parents, students, teach-
ers, support staff, and commu-
nity members who represent 
the school by serving as advo-
cates in the community, pre-
paring and evaluating the 
school improvement plan, and 
collecting information about 
the community and the school 
with regard to school 
needs.  SAC meetings will be 
held the third Thursday of 
each month.  If you are inter-
ested in being a member of 
this committee or have any 
questions, please contact ei-
ther Ms. DeMartino or Ms. 
Brown, our SAC Chairs 

Kristine DeMartino:              
Kristine.Demartino@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Kristy Brown:                       
Kristy.Brown@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Our beautiful Media  Center! 

 PTO NEWS 

Please mark your calendar for a few very important dates! 

School Picture Day: 

 Wednesday, September 3rd & Thursday, September 4th 

 Your child's assigned date and order forms were distributed this week 

 Additional forms are located in the front office 

Families can also order online http://saweb1.leonards.com/reorderonlinenew/
default.aspx 

If you have questions please contact:  sara.zeilman@stjohns.k12.fl.us  

  

Middle School Dance: 

 Theme: "Welcome To Your Bright New Future" 

 Students encouraged to wear white or other bright colors (school dress code is to 

be followed) 

 Friday, September 5th from 6pm - 8pm @Patriot Oaks Academy (Cafetorium) 

 Pre-sale tickets are $10.00 and will be sold during lunches beginning Wednes-

day, September 3rd (includes 2 concession tickets) 

 Tickets will be sold at the door for $12.00  (includes 2 concession tickets) 

 Entertainment/Food: DJ Tony, Photo Booth, Prizes & Concession (pizza, chips, 

candy and drinks -NUT FREE EVENT) 

 Additional concession tickets cost $1.00 (available on-site) 

If you have questions, please contact: marcypollicino@gmail.com 

http://saweb1.leonards.com/reorderonlinenew/default.aspx
http://saweb1.leonards.com/reorderonlinenew/default.aspx
mailto:sara.zeilman@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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Thank you to our       
Charger  Partners! 

Bringing education and businesses together 
for a better community.  

Braces by Liz 


