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Dear Families, 

It is with great pride that I announce this year’s Teacher of the Year, Ms. Catie Grimes and 

Rookie Teacher of the Year, Ms. Jamie Cipolla! 

I just finished reading what a former parent wrote of Ms. Grimes.  This parent described   

Ms. Grimes as a role model for all students, that she differentiates for varying abilities, 

breathes life into lessons and brings real world lessons into the classroom! She stated that 

Ms. Grimes helps students understand that “...making mistakes is a vital part of learning…”  

How wonderful is that!? 

Ms. Cipolla holds similar attributes, caring for each child as an individual while meeting 

each child’s individual needs.  Ms. Cipolla’s communication with parents is also             

exceptional, updating parents on weekly learning and giving parents “homework” instead of 

children! 

Each of these educators serve as exemplars for the exceptional instruction that occurs at 

Patriot Oaks Academy and we are certainly proud they will represent us throughout the  

coming year! 

As we congratulate Ms. Grimes and Ms. Cipolla we continue to thank our past Teacher of 

the Year, Ms. Durnin, and Rookie Teacher of the Year, Ms. King, for their past and current 

contributions to our school.  We also congratulate each of the teachers who were         

nominated for this distinction! 

I would also like to congratulate third grade teacher, Ms. Jennifer Lee, who will soon      

become Patriot Oaks Academy’s Instructional Literacy Coach.  Ms. Lee has a professional         

background in business and holds certification in elementary education with endorsements 

in ESE and Reading.  She is currently working toward her gifted endorsement as well.  Her 

knowledge of our students, our culture and curriculum make her the perfect fit to work with 

ALL of the students at POA!  Her transition into this role will take several weeks, as we 

must find an appropriate teacher to assume her position in 3rd grade and ensure that her 

students are properly transitioned for a new teacher as well.  Ms. Lee will be overseeing all 

aspects of this transition to make sure that our children are well-attended! 

As we progress toward our goal of Visible Learning for all students, I am encouraged by the 

wonderful teaching around our school.  Now is a time to uplift our educators in their         

endeavors!  They are pushing our students toward  self-regulation and visible learning 

through their own eyes! 

Our entire staff is truly amazing and we are SO very fortunate! 

Your Lead Learner, 

Mrs. Harrison 

Building a Tradition of Excellence, Together!           GO CHARGERS! 

Principal’s Post 



PLEASE LIMIT THE ITEMS YOU DROP OFF AT THE 

FRONT DESK  

We know that there are times that essential items such as 

lunchboxes or computers are left behind in the car or at home.  

Those items can be dropped off in the front office and the homeroom teacher 

will be notified so that the student can come to the front office to retrieve the 

item at a time when their absence from class is not disruptive to the learning 

process.  These items are NOT delivered to the classroom. 

Please keep in mind this privilege is for essential items only and dropping off 

things for your student should not become habitual. 

With over 1,300 students on campus, forgotten items quickly become an      

overwhelming burden on the front office. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

CHARGERTHON DONATION 

DRIVE 

October 5 through                          

October 16th 

More information coming soon 

from PTO! 

PTO Meeting 

Mon, October 5 

9:15 am in the cafe 

OUR NEXT SPIRIT NIGHT: 

Zaxby’s at Bartram Park 

Thursday, October 15th 

5 pm 

    

 

 

 

THANK YOU to our Community  

Contributor, Hero’s Eatery, for hosting 

Spirit Night on Tues, Sept 22. 

Thanks to all those who came out and   

supported our school. 



 

Save the Date 

for                    

Fall School 

Pictures 

Thurs, Oct. 22 and Fri, Oct. 23rd 

More information will be sent home in 

October. 

After School Enrichment Opportunities 

En Point Dance has some spots open, if you 
are interested please see information on 
our website or contact Kathy Brant,       
Extended Day Coordinator at 547-4059 

The links to the After-School Classes that 
are offered can be found on the Extended 
Day portion of the school’s website under 
“Departments”. 

The next Gifted Parent Advisory Committee meeting will be                                                          
Nov 5th from 4:30-5:30 at Valley Ridge Academy. 

ESE PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

St Johns County Schools (SJCS) and                                                                           
Florida Diagnostic & Learning Resources System (FDLRS)  

Topic:  Special Education Terms, Procedures & Resources 

Date/Time:  10/6/15 from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 

Location:  School Board Auditorium – 40 Orange Street, St Augustine 32084 

The purpose of the committee is to provide input to district staff regarding our ongoing effort to continuously improve ser-
vices for students with disabilities. 

Parents, Educators, Administrators, & Business Representatives are invited and encouraged to attend. 

Patriot Oaks Academy PTO Fall Collection Contest 

Between now and October 16th, every Label for Education, Box Top and Tyson     

Project A+ label you turn in counts as a point for your child’s class. The top three 

classes with the most points will be rewarded with Spirit Sticks!   

Please put the labels in a zip lock style bag (any size) or sealed envelope, printed 

with your child’s teachers name on it, and bring them to class.  

Last year, Patriot Oaks Academy collected over 30,000 box tops. We need your help 

to make this year a continued success!                                                                                          
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Media Center News 
 

Personally Owned Books 
This week several books have been found that belong to students.  However, there is no 
name in those books.  Please have your child write with pen their first and last name in any 
books from home that they bring to school.  We want to be able to get those back to the right-
ful owners. 
 
Water Damaged Library Books 
Recently, we have experienced several brand new books being damaged due to water bot-
tles and rain damage due to our recent rainy weather.   Please send a large ziplock bag with 
your student to protect the books they are borrowing from school.  

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR 

CHILD’S NAME IS ON HIS/HER    

BELONGINGS.  THIS HELPS 

LOST ITEMS GET BACK TO 

THEIR OWNER. 

BOTBALL TEAM 
Botball season is right around 
the  corner!  There will be a 
meeting for last year’s team 

members only after school on 
Monday, October 12

th 
 until 4:00 

in Mrs. Westberry’s room 
(611).  Middle school students 
who are new to Botball should 
come to our first open meet-

ing on Monday,    October 26
th

, 
same place & time.  More infor-

mation about our    robotics team 
may be found at http://

www.botball.org/what-is-botball . 

Follow us on Twitter 

@PatriotOaks 

http://www.botball.org/what-is-botball
http://www.botball.org/what-is-botball


 

CONGRATULATIONS POA TEACHERS OF THE YEAR        

Our Teacher of the Year is Catie Grimes, who encourages her        

students to explore their world with such enthusiasm, creativity       

and care.  

Our Rookie Teacher of the Year is Jamie  Cipolla, a learning leader    

in MFAS and TAC who takes initiative in all areas— both in her        

classroom and around the school.                                    

Thank you both for representing all of the excellent teaching here at 

POA! 

Videos, Photographs and Recording 

Students, parents and visitors are not allowed to videotape, photo-
graph or make audio recordings while on school premises except for 
Open House and public events (including plays, musicals, fairs, fund-
raisers and awards/recognitions.) All recording devices must be 
turned off at school. (this applies to birthday celebrations in the cafe-
teria as well as classroom based activities)  The purpose of this     
general rule is to foster an appropriate educational environment,   
prevent unwarranted disclosure of student images and information, 
and to comply with the requirements of the negotiated agreement with 
the St. Johns Education Association. 

(Student Code of Conduct, page 53.) 








