
P ATRIOT P RESS 

Congratulations to the Charger 
Pep Band who made their   
debut performance at the final 
Volleyball game of the season 
on October 20th. The Band is a 
volunteer group comprised of 
students from both 6th and 7th 
grade bands. Patriot Oaks 
Band Director and Music 
Teacher Maggie Vance      
commented, "We are looking 
forward to participating in 
these kinds of events in the    
future.  I am very proud of the 
young men and women of the 
Patriot Oaks Band              
Program.  They are laying a 
strong root system for our music 
and athletic programs for 
many years to come." 
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Building a Tradition of Excellence, Together! 

Principal’s Post 

Dear Patriot Oaks Academy Families, 
The past two weeks have been filled with excitement and learning at    
Patriot Oaks Academy.  Our volleyball teams are concluding their first 
season and the school is now preparing for Red Ribbon Week K-7 and our 
Boosterthon kickoff for K-5.  The Boosterthon Fun Run will be our PTO’s 
biggest fundraiser and we hope you will support our school.  The kickoff is 
on Monday, along with our opening spirit day for Red Ribbon Week.  On 
Thursday, district office personnel will be visiting our school.  We will 
have over a 100 district employees touring our school, led by our own 
Student Ambassadors. I am eager to showcase the wonderful work of our 
students, teachers and staff.  On Friday, our k-3 students will dress in 
their favorite literary character and our k-2 students will parade the 
school, cheered on by our students. 

This week we also hosted our first Business Partner Meet and Greet.  
After introductions, school business partners toured our school with our 
admin team and PTO board.  The partners were in awe of the beauty of 
the school they support and were able to see first-hand where their     
donations are spent.  One of the partners, Huntington Learning Center 
was chosen in a drawing to be highlighted in our school newsletter.  

Did you know?   

Founded in 1977 and the nation’s oldest fully accredited provider of supple-
mental education, Huntington Learning Center offers programs designed to 
meet student needs in Reading, Phonics, Writing, Math, Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometry, Calculus, Science, Homework  Assistance and Study Skills.   Hun-
tington provides one to one tutoring to help students score higher on college 
entrance exams, such as the SAT/PSAT/ACT.  Huntington understands that each 
student has  different academic needs. For this reason, an academic assess-
ment is administered prior to instruction. Precise strengths and weaknesses are 
pinpointed and an individualized program of instruction is designed and dis-
cussed with the parents. 

Huntington’s certified teachers assure that students of all ages maximize their 
academic skills while building confidence, motivation and self-esteem. Flexible 
scheduling accommodates the most hectic of family schedules and a few hours 
a week can give your child a head start on this year’s classes. 

 
We thank ALL of our Business Partners and daily volunteers!  As always, 
we appreciate your support! 
 
Your Lead Learner, 
Mrs. Harrison 
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Red Ribbon Week Activities 

 

Monday - Spirit Day  "We Get a Charge out of 

Being Healthy! Proud to be Chargers!" - Kids and 

staff are encouraged to wear Red, White and Blue  

 *Boosterthon Pep-Rally (k-5) 

Tuesday - Dress Silly Day - "Being Healthy is No 

Joke" - Dress in your silliest socks /outfits . 

Wednesday - Neon Day - "Being Healthy 

Gives Us Bright Futures" - Dress is neon colors  

Thursday - Sports Team/ Own Team - "Team 

Up for Healthy Living" - dress in your favorite sports 

team or support your own team sport 

Friday - K-3 dressing in storybook or communi-

ty helper costume, please try and bring in the book 

that matches. 

School Counselor Corner 

 

Mrs. Watson and Mrs. Sierra 

The Importance of Good Attendance 

It is very important that parents reinforce the im-

portance of good attendance and being on time. 

These are life skills that will improve their child's 

academic achievement and develop behavioral pat-

terns of responsibility and discipline. Research 

backs up the belief that children suffer academi-

cally if they aren’t in class to learn. Below are 

some helpful tips. 

 

Attendance is a parent and student responsi-

bility. Let your child know that you think 

attending school daily is important. Show 

them you are interested in their school ac-
tivities and tell them that you want them to 

do well in school.  

Good attendance habits start at an early age. 

Make sure your child goes to school regu-

larly and on time. This helps them develop 

a positive view of school and the  

importance of attendance.  

 

            Character Pillar for October 

                      Responsibility 
 

HEALTHY LIVING 

Red Ribbon Week begins this upcoming week and living healthy is a major component of the 
week.  One of the key items we discussed during our community outreach events, was helping stu-
dents to make healthy choices when it comes to eating.  This upcoming week, we plan to begin our 
gardening program with our kindergarten and first grade students.  These classes will be given 
starter seeds that we will then transfer into our fall garden, where we will initiate our Earthbox gar-
dening system.  We are excited for the students to watch first hand how we can grow and consume 
our own healthy and organic foods.  Our plan is to encourage students to eat from the garden, to 
share the produce with the community and to even possibly share the produce with local soup 
kitchens in the city of St. Augustine.     

Mr. McGee, Assistant Principal 



 

Recently featured in this month’s Educational 
Leadership magazine, Visible Learning means 
an enhanced role for teachers as they become 
evaluators of  their own teaching. According 
to John Hattie Visible Learning and Teaching 
occurs when teachers see learning through 
the eyes of  students and help them become 
their own teachers. 

Visible Learning is the result of  15 years’ re-
search and synthesizes over 800 meta-
analyses (over 50,000 studies) relating to the 
influences on achievement in school-aged 
students. It presents the largest ever collec-
tion of  evidence-based research into what ac-
tually works in schools to improve learning. 

The main contributors that influence 
achievement are classified as the student, 
home, school, curricula, teacher and teaching 
strategies. A model of  teaching and learning 
is developed based on the notion of  visible 
teaching and visible learning. 

A major message is that what works best for 
students is similar to what works best for 
teachers. This includes an attention to setting 
challenging learning intentions, being clear 
about what success means and an attention 
to learning strategies for developing concep-
tual understanding about what teachers and 
students know and understand. 

On Thursday, our Leadership Teams        
engaged in a full day Visible Learning train-

ing.  We were fortunate to be led by          
Dr. Julie Smith and visited by Deb Masters 

and Bill Mauer.                 
Ms. Masters is a Principal Consultant 

at Cognition Education and the Director of 
Visible Learning plus. She has established 

the internationally-acclaimed                   
Visible Learning plus school change    

model.  The foundation is taking particular 
note of the work being done at                 

Patriot Oaks Academy!    

VLplus 



Meet Mr. Stoddard 

Curriculum Resource Coordinator 

Mr. Stoddard comes to us from 
Nease High School where he was 
the Academy Coordinator for their 
career academy programs.  Prior to 
this, he taught Social Studies in the 
International Baccalaureate pro-
gram and technology cours-
es.     Mr. Stoddard has a B.S. in   
Legal Studies and a M.Ed. in         
Educational Leadership.    His ex-
tensive experience in working with 
instructional technology, acade-
mies at the high school level,     
curriculum mapping, EOC exam   
development and business       
partnerships will be a tremendous 
asset as we prepare our students 
for their tomorrows.  Mr. Stoddard 
is an alumni of several St. Johns 
County Schools and lives in            
St Johns County with his wife Liz, 
and sons Jack and Evan. 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

@PatriotOaks  

Patriot Oaks Cafeteria Policy 

At Patriot Oaks we allow all students to owe up to 
$5.00.  After $5.00 we only allow the student to buy a 
hot lunch.  Lately we have quite a few students who 
still owe more than $5.00.  Unfortunately we are not 
able to continue to allow students to owe us this 
much money.  I will send home balance notices once a 
month and on occasion I may call or e-mail when a stu-
dent owes a lot of money.  If a student ends up owing 
more than $10.00 and does not have a lunch I will feed 
them a cheese sandwich, fruit and a milk.  Personally I 
do not like doing this but I will not allow a child to go 
hungry. Please help me by communicating with me 
about your children.  I can always put a limit on their 
accounts if you wish.  I do recommend everyone to 
sign up for the Paypams.com account.  You do not 
need to put money in this way as we always accept 
cash and checks.  With Paypams.com you can monitor 
your child’s purchases as well as their balances.  Please 
feel free to contact me at any time if you have any 
questions or concerns! 

Katie Ade 

Patriot Oaks Academy Cafeteria Manager 

Box Tops will be 

collected 10/30 

The proposed Master Calendar for the 
2015-2016 school year is posted on the 
District’s webpage with a survey at-
tached for feedback. 

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/calendar/  



Dear POA Community, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to tell you about 2 things.  First, I am volunteering to lead Art Club EAST, 
which only costs $35 for Art materials! We will be creating functional, yet artistic, ceramic objects.  The mem-
bership limit is 25, with priority going to MS students who do not have Art in their schedule.  All students may 
obtain a copy of the form provided herein,  and in Ms. Partos' Art room 700 as well.  Second, I would like to in-
troduce you to our newly hired Art teacher, Ms. Christi Lawrence.  Please find my introduction to her below, 
following the permission slip/registration form for EAST. Permission slips are due 10/27/14. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

EAST (EXTENDED ART STUDIO TIME!)  
Permission Slip to Work with Clay and Create Ceramics After School with Ms. Partos!!! 

 

My child ___________________________ has permission to attend EAST with  

                  Student Name 

Ms. Partos in room 700 from 2:45-4:30 on the following dates: 

        October 28, 30 

        November 3, 7, 14, 18, 20, 24 

        December 1, 5, 9, 11, 15 

I understand that it is my responsibility to arrange for prompt transportation to my home.  I also under-
stand that the materials fee for this club is $35.00, payable by check to Patriot Oaks Academy and is 
due by October 23, 2014, as space for this activity is limited to 25 students. 

 

_________________________________    ______________________________ 

Parent Signature                                          Date 
 
Instructor: Ms. Gina Partos, M.A., NYU 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
As I mentioned, I would also like to introduce the newly hired Art teacher, Ms. Christie Lawrence, who is teach-
ing in room 203. Ms. Lawrence graduated from Flagler college in 2013 with a major in Art Education.  She is a 
delightful, warm young woman, and is also a mom of a 4 year-old boy.  Besides being inspired by nurturing 
him, her hobbies include painting and card-making. 
 
Ms. Larence believes that Art is one of the most important ways people tell us how they view the world, under-
standing that Art Education should initially focus on children's ideas.  Their experiences must be valued and 
built upon.  She wants to encourage in children the ability to value themselves and others, and to approach the 
world with a desire to understand.  She wants to perform as a skilled and an enthusiastic facilitator to students' 
critical thinking and creativity.   
 
Ms. Lawrence is a lifelong learner, believing that there is still so much to learn about teaching Art.  She is so 
very excited to work with your children. 
 
I am personally taking great care in mentoring this lovely, enthusiastic young teacher, and find her already a 
good listener, a great team mate, someone with whom I have joy in passing along the knowledge, skills and 
techniques I have gained since teaching worldwide and nationally since 1982.  I, as well, am learning new ide-
as from Ms. Lawrence as we joyfully collaborate in the best interests of our students.   
 
Thank you for your attention, and support of one of the gems of POA, children's Art! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Gina Partos 
M.A., NYU 



Tech-Savvy 

Parent    

Learning Night 

Series: 

POA is having a “Techno-Savvy” Learning Workshop 

 for Parents only 

Nov. 13
th
 from 6:30 to 7:30 in the Cafeteria 

Deputy Swindell (from SJCSO) and  

Dean Wetjen will host 

 

ExTEnDED DaY nEWS 

Welcome Kathy Brant, Extended Day Coordinator 

Ms. Brant has been with the St. .John's County School District since 1998 where she 

started as a substitute teacher.  In 2004 she started working with the Extended Day 

program at Durbin Creek Elementary and fell in love with her job.   Many of the 

Durbin Families were rezoned to Patriot Oaks once the school was finished so she 

is very happy to be reuniting with those families and is also looking forward to   

meeting the new students and families who attend Patriot Oaks Academy as well. 

 

We are looking forward to her leadership in our Extended Day program! 

 

Katherine Brant 

Extended Day 

Patriot Oaks Academy 
 



Thank you to our       
Charger  Partners! 

Bringing education and businesses together 
for a better community.  

Braces by Liz 


