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The 

 

The Road to Visible Learning 

Visible Learning Plus is the result of an analysis of research compiled by Professor John Hattie on what works best 

in education.  Professor Hattie is the Director of the Melbourne Education Research Institute (University of           

Melbourne, Australia) and is best known for his book entitled, Visible Learning, which outlines this research.         

According to Education Week, "Hattie's work is based on his meta-analysis of more than 1,000 research reviews 

comprising more than 50,000 individual studies--the largest meta-analysis ever conducted in the field of education. 

Hattie identified the major factors and practices that influenced student achievement, from family background to 

teacher training to specific instructional practices. He then went a step further and calculated how much of an effect 

each factor had on students."  Professor Hattie also emphasizes “Student Voice” in learning.  

At Patriot Oaks Academy we have been studying our own teaching effects, as well as analyzing and monitoring our 

teaching practices, based on research, to improve student achievement.  This year, we focused our professional  

development in Visible Learning Plus through two whole-school professional development days and two team leader 

and administration leadership days.  Additionally, our teachers engaged in personal impact studies, worked with their 

teams to develop a common language and acquired feedback from students through student surveys.  Equipping our 

teachers with the foundational skills for advancing their practice ensures that they become experts of their own     

students’ learning.  

As a newly formed staff, the teachers at Patriot Oaks Academy came from various backgrounds. Some came from 

schools within St. Johns County, some from surrounding counties, some from out of state and others were new to 

teaching altogether.  The one thing we all have in common though is that none of us were at Patriot Oaks together 

before… we are all new to the school!  As such, our starting point was a firm commitment to providing the best     

education for our students, which we all agreed began with a conversation for shaping what education will look like at 

Patriot Oaks Academy.   

Developing a common language of learning is vital to progressing learning outcomes over time.  Professor Hattie 

states that, “Visible Learning is when teachers see learning through the eyes of the students and students see   

themselves as their own teachers.”  For us, incorporating the language of Visible Learning Plus was a natural way to 

begin an important conversation.  Incorporating what we learned in our Visible Learning Plus training, our impact 

studies and our student surveys, we had a common language to focus our conversations for deeper outcomes.  

Through “Student Voice”, we discover what learning is like for our students, thus we become more capable in       

engaging and learning from students what they need most to achieve their next goals.  In this manner, we help     

students take control of their learning, and we become facilitators in this process, coaching our students to further 

success. 

Please take a look at the beginning stages of each 

grade level’s progress this year.  Hear the words of our 

students and how they describe their learning and see 

for yourself the direction we are heading! 

Thank you! 

Your Lead Learner, 

Mrs. Harrison 
 

Building a Tradition of Excellence, Together! 

Principal’s Post 



In the Classroom and Around the School 

In kindergarten, a student is a visible learner 

because he/she is an independent          

thinker.  Each child can  explain the current 

learning goals.  Each child knows if they 

have mastered the goals or if they 

need to grow more.  They are     

willing to persevere when they feel 

like they are “in a pit”.  Each child 

can track his/her progress using a 

scale, and can explain what they 

need to do in order to move up on 

the scale to meet their goals. 





Visible Learning  

Through the Eyes of  a Second Grader 

 “A visible learner is made out of three steps:                          

Step One: I understand what I’m doing.  Step Two: I know 

where I am in my learning.  Step Three: I know where to 

go next.” 

    

“It is hard to never give 

up when something is 

really hard. You just have 

to keep trying”  

“Visible learning is making 

mistakes, that shows that 

you are learning” 

“You can see that you are 

learning and you can see 

your progress” 

“When you get out of 

the pit, you can have a 

smile on your face”  

“When you are in the pit you can always find your way out” 



                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a Third Grade team, we are excited about implementing Visible Learning in our 
classrooms. The students have the empowerment to see themselves as both            
students and teachers. In our classrooms, we have discussions 
about the characteristics of a good learner. Patriot Oaks developed 
the LEADERS acronym to help students understand 
these characteristics. As a third grade team, we 
asked the students to share their ideas about these 
characteristics. The following quotes come                                                                              
directly from our third grade  students.  



In 4th grade this year, we have been learning how to set 
goals and achieve goals individually.  We are also learning 
how to react when we are in “the pit” (struggling with 
new concepts/ working on a difficult problem) as well as 
what strategies we all can use to get out of “the 
pit”.  We want our students to have tools and problem 
solving strategies to use when they come across a   
problem that they do not know how to solve in all     
subject areas.  Students have also learned how to track 
in data notebooks, their learning, their progress, and 
where they are in meeting their goals as the year has 
progressed.  Hands-on experiences using many of our 
math and science concepts have sparked the interest 
with many of our students in these areas.  Group      
projects and teamwork have been abundant this year as 
we move through the process of making our learning  

visible to the students as well as 
those who speak with our students 
or visit our classrooms.   



Getting Visible in 5th Grade 

 Where am I in my learning? What goal am I working towards? 

What do I do once I’ve reached my goal? These are some of the 

guiding questions that our fifth graders are focused on         

answering. Our Students are developing the ability to articulate 

and track their journey as a learner. To help them achieve     

success in this area, we have provided students with a long 

term goal they are working towards and a daily objective to 

achieve. We have also showcased various ways for them to track 

their own learning through the use of digital and traditional 

tools. Students are reflecting on their daily successes and 

struggles as a learner and what they can do next to help them 

move forward. Students and teachers are also looking at the  

value of “the pit,” a place in our learning when 

we get stuck and devel- oping strategies students 

can use to push through these challenges. Through 

collaboration with their peers and teachers,     

students are focused on giving and receiving the 

feedback they need to grow as a CHARGER 

Learner! 



In the upper grades of Patriot Oaks Academy, students focus on becoming 

a Charger Learner.  A Charger Learner: 

Communicates effectively 

Has high expectations 

Adapts and perseveres 

Remains resourceful 

Generates goals 

Engages in meaningful feedback 

Reflects on learning 

Sees errors as opportunities 

Middle school students recently spent time  

reflecting on their year at  Patriot Oaks    

Academy, and their reflections represent the wonderful changes that      

occur when students see themselves as Charger Learners! 

“I listen to others’ feedback, and I 

am open to new ideas.  The thing I 

have improved the most on since the 

beginning of the year is how I reflect 

on my learning and make goals for 

myself.  At the beginning of the 

year, I did some of these things, but 

now I do all of them constantly.” – 

Maggie T. 



“Having high expectations is one of the biggest parts of being a visible learner because if you put yourself lower than what you are     

capable of, you will never improve.  Being a visible learner means being able to reflect on your learning and to see errors as opportunities.  

For without those two, you will never learn if you can’t reflect or if you give up when you fail.” – Isaiah T. 

“I have changed so much since the beginning of  the 

school year, and I have developed new skills.  For example, 

now I don’t just give up; I persevere!” – Jami W. 

 “Throughout this year I have grown as a learner.  At 

the     beginning of the year I barely had goals or didn’t 

have expectations.  I didn’t know how to give good      

feedback on anything.  However, at the end of the year I 

now know how, for instance, to see errors or give good 

feedback to help my friends.” –Belma H.  “At the beginning of this year, I was still in Nebraska enduring lots of 

cold weather.  Still, I wasn’t the resourceful person, and I only saw     

errors as errors.  Once I came here though, life changed.  I was        

challenged, and I had to learn that mistakes can be fixed.”  - Mia S. 

“I see errors as opportunities and try my best to correct all the 

errors.  This is an opportunity to get better.  Errors are proof 
that you are trying . . . Overall, I am a changed learner; in 
fact, I am a visible learner.”  - Victoria R. 

 “When reviewing my essay and I found that I should 

change something to make it better, I wouldn’t see my   

errors as opportunities to make it better.  Now I am able to 

see what I have done wrong and how I can change it for 

the better.  At the beginning of the year I was not able to 

engage in meaningful feedback and see my errors as    

opportunities; I now am able to do this successfully.  I have 

become a much better learner and will be able to keep  

improving.” – Cassidy M. 

“I’ve grown to reflect on my learning and understand its 

meaning.  Though I still have to work on seeing errors 

as opportunities and communicating effectively, I’ve  

definitely improved on it this year.” – Sydney S. 

 

“I have grown as a learner because I can now          

communicate effectively with my teachers.  When I get a 

bad grade I go in and talk to the teacher.  I also have 

very high expectations for myself which makes me a 

better learner.  When I get a bad grade I persevere and 

try even harder on the next assignment.” – Jake G. 

“At the beginning of the year I 

used to get mad if I made an error.  

Now I use those errors as             

opportunities to become smarter.” 

–Tej P. 

This school year has 

been an amazing     

experience for    

teachers and students; 

we are all thankful to 

teach and learn       

together at  

Patriot Oaks Academy! 

“At the beginning of the year I wasn’t excited 

about learning, but now I am excited to do      

anything my teacher assigns me.” – Jaden F. 

“As the year went on, I noticed my strengths and 

weaknesses and realized it wasn’t going to be that 

easy.  So I set goals in my weak areas that made 

sense and that would actually help me.  This is 

how I have improved as a learner.” – Amirah G. 



Mark your calendar! Patriot Oaks Academy is hosting a Summer Band Camp. 

The camp will take place June 8th -11
th 

at POA. Each day we will be providing in-

struction for Beginning Band, Advanced Band and 

Jazz Band students. 

What will Beginners (rising 6
th
 graders and begin-

ning 7
th
 graders) learn at Band Camp? 

How to put your instrument together 

How to hold your instrument properly 

How to sit with excellent posture  

Where to put your fingers on your instrument 

How to hold your mouth to create a good sound 

How to read and understand a fingering chart 

How to play 3-5 notes on your instrument 

How to play your first song by ear 

What will Continuing Band Students learn at Band Camp? 

At Band Camp, Continuing Band students will work on sharpening their       rhyth-

mic skills, strengthening their tone and playing technique, and polishing their mu-

sic reading skills in preparation for the demands of Advanced Band. 

Flyers will be available at the front office or you may contact Mrs. Vance for     ad-

ditional information.  

IMPORTANT POA FOOTBALL NEWS 

All current 5th, 6th and 7th grade boys who want to play football next fall  MUST 

OFFICIALLY REGISTER ONLINE so they know who needs to be fitted for     

equipment.   Go to our school’s athletics page for        instructions on how to reg-

ister OR pick up a flyer from the front office.   DON’T DELAY, DO THIS TODAY! 

eBook Library Open All Summer 
Just a reminder that our MackinVIA ebooks will be available for your chil-
dren to read all summer this year. Many new books have been purchased 
that will show up the first few weeks of summer.  The       MackinVIA app 
is a free app for Apple, Android, and Kindle Fire 
devices. Please download the app on your devices. By the end of June there 
will be over 800 titles for your children to choose from in our virtual eBook 
library. Copies of the 2015-2016 Sunshine State Young Reader Award 
books will also be available later in the summer. The user name is the six 

digit student number and the password is "poa" for the K-4 students and "chargers" for the 5-8 students.                        
Happy summer reading!! 



Odyssey of the Mind                                                                                                          

The Patriot Oaks Academy fifth grade Odyssey of the Mind team is going to the 

World Finals in Michigan! We are the first ever elementary school team in this   

region (which consists of St. Johns County and 18 surrounding counties) to be    

invited to World Finals.   

You have donated almost 20% of the needed funds to help the team cover travel 

expenses.   If you have not made a donation, please visit http://www.gofundme.com/s8xg9s.                                           

Any amount is appreciated!   

PATRIOT OAKS VARIETY SHOW! 

The first annual variety show for POA will be May 28, 
2015 at 6:00. Tickets will be on sale during MS lunch (or visit Mrs. Vaughn 
in room 608) for $5 starting May 26th.  Please come out and support our 5th, 
6th and 7thgraders! 

2015-2016 SCHOOL SUPPLY  LIST 

You can find  the link to our grade level school supply lists on the front page of our 

school website.  You will also find a link to order the PTO school supply tool box if 

you are interested in ordering on for your student. 

BUS ROUTES FOR 2015-2016 

The St. Johns County School District’s (SJCSD) bus routes for the 2015-2016 school 
year were approved by the School Board at their May 12 meeting. 

The routes are available online at www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/transportation/routes. Parents 
without access to computers may visit any of the county public library locations, and 
staff will assist them in locating the website. 

“By providing this information prior to the end of school, parents and caregivers are   
better able to plan and prepare,” said SJCSD Director of Transportation Joe Purvis. 

In mid-July, postcards will be sent home to the parents of all potential bus riders giving them the bus stop, times and bus 
number for their students. 

The Transportation Department will operate 175 bus routes and transport approximately 60 percent of the district’s students 

twice a day when school starts on Monday, August 10. For additional questions or information, call the Transportation  

Department at 547-7810. 

http://www.gofundme.com/s8xg9s
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/transportation/routes


CLASSROOM HAPPENINGS ~ MS. GREENFIELDS CLASS TAKES FLIGHT! 

This is Mr. Nick Harvey, who is one of our own POA parents ... but he is also a Southwest Airline pilot and 

serves in the military. He works with my students on a program called ADOPT A PILOT. He does lessons with 

them and also sends us emails with pictures while he is away.  

 

One of the key themes he teaches students is to take 

"FLIGHT". 

Fearlessness 

Leadership 

Imagination 

Gratitude 

Honesty 

Tenacity 

 

The kids have loved having him come in!! Today we did little 

experiments related to the force of lift. 

Cafeteria End of Year Changes 

Since the end of the year is closing in on us fast we in the cafeteria 
will not allow your children to go into debt purchasing a-la cart items. 
We will still allow them to owe up to $5.00 but only by purchasing a 
school lunch. If they want a-la cart items they must have money in 
their accounts or bringing in money daily. 

We have planned to have a bag lunch served the last day of school. 
The lunch will consist of a soybutter and jelly sandwich, carrot dip-
per, applesauce and a milk. We may or may not have a-la cart items 
available. If your child will want something other than this lunch plan 
on sending them to school with a packed lunch from home! 

If you would like to discuss limits, suggestions, questions or con-

cerns please feel free to contact the cafeteria manager Katie Ade 

904.547.4061 katie.ade@stjohns.k12.fl.us 



 

 



ATTENTION RISING 7th GRADE PARENTS! 
 
Students entering 7th grade next school year will need to provide Patriot Oaks Academy with proof of their 
child’s Tdap vaccine in order to receive a class schedule for the 2015-16 school year.  
 

You may go to your private physician, the St. Johns Co. Health Department (904-825-5055) or a walk-in clinic 
(Care Spot, Minute Clinic, etc.). If you choose a walk-in clinic, a receipt will NOT be accepted as proof of the 
Tdap vaccine. The vaccine must be documented on an official Florida shot record. It would be advisable to 
bring a copy of your child’s shot record with you if you choose to use a walk-in clinic. 
 

Summer is nearly upon us! Take care of this requirement so your child can receive his/her schedule!  
If you have any questions, please call POA’s Nurse, Jamie Hermann, 904-547-4065  

 

Moving or Withdrawing?  
 

 
If you are moving or changing your address, you must notify the school.  

 
If you are moving out of the SJCSD zone, you must stop by Patriot Oaks and fill out official withdrawal forms.   
 
Even if you are moving within the Patriot Oaks school zone, you must fill out new registration forms and pro-
vide three (3) proofs of your new address.  
 
Registration forms can be found on our website.  
 
If you are moving to another SJCSD school zone, you must notify the new school and register with them.  
 
The three (3) proofs of residence required by the St. Johns Co. School District include:  
 

a) Proof of the primary residence for current homeowners shall include (but may not be limited to) 
three of the following required, current documents:  

 
Must provide at least one (1) of the following:  
 

 current mortgage statement 
 HUD-1 settlement statement  
 homestead exemption  
 property tax record 

 
b) Must provide two (2) of the following supporting documents (with new address):  
 

 telephone bills  
 JEA/utility bills  
 driver’s license  
 vehicle registration  
 car insurance statement  
 homeowner’s insurance statement  
 copy of deed  

     •    voter’s registration  



KEEP THE DRESS CODE IN MIND WHEN PURCHASING SCHOOL CLOTHES  

OVER THE SUMMER 

Shorts and skirts should be no shorter than 4 inches above the knee and shirts should cover the 

shoulders.  For full details on the District Dress Code  please see the District website at 

www.stjohns.k12.fl.us.  Click on  “Departments”, “Student Services” and then choose either 

“Student Dress Code” or “Student Code of Conduct”. 


