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Coming Events! 
 

Monday, Dec. 8 through                
Friday, Dec 12:  Holiday Store 

 
Monday, Dec 8: 

Holiday Oak Tree Leaves on sale 
 

Tuesday, Dec 9., 6:30 pm: 
Band Concert 

 
Wednesday, Dec. 17: 

Deadline for Gift Drive Donations 
 

Friday, December 19th: 
Early Release at 1:50 pm 

 
Monday, Dec 22 through 

Friday, January 2: 
Winter Break 
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Dear Families,  

We are gearing up for a festive holiday season.  As our first 

winter together approaches, I am pleased to see the         

traditions our teachers and families are creating together.  I 

am also pleased to know that even as we spend time        

celebrating holiday traditions, the focus on learning  remains 

a top priority! 

I am sure by now you have seen the pictures of our admin-

istration staff “sliming”.  Last week, we enjoyed celebrating 

our community’s successful fundraising  efforts and the    

students, of course, LOVED watching the gooey slime slide 

all over us.   

Our students continue to participate in district-wide exams.  

Please stay in contact with your child’s teacher(s) to remain 

informed of upcoming tests.  We know our students are 

working toward a strong finish to the first semester! 

 

Thank you for you continued support! 

Your lead learner,  

Emily Harrison 

 

Go Chargers! 

Building a Tradition of Excellence, Together! 

Principal’s Post 



School Counselor Corner 

 

Mrs. Watson and Mrs. Sierra 

Charity and Giving. 

Speaking to kids about charity can be tough, but research shows that talking about charity is more effec-
tive than role-modeling. 

Make it personal. “Kids will come to the issue of giving with different sensitivities and sensibilities,” says 
Dr. Anne Fishel, a founding member of The Family Dinner Project. “With most kids, it’s important to 
make a very personal connection to giving and explain that everyone—kids and grownups alike—need 
help from others.” Think of a close neighbor, friend or a relative who needs help in some way and what 
you might do as a family.  

Ask questions.  One good question to ask young children is “what is something you love that you’d like 
to share with someone else?” Questions for older kids and adults include “What is a strength or a gift you 
have that you can share with others?” or “Think about a time that someone did something nice for you? 
What was it and how did it make you feel?” Download all of our Conversation Starters about Giving. 

Who do you appreciate?  Giving isn’t just about people in need. Strike up a conversation about people 
your family appreciates—like a teacher, a coach, a babysitter, or the friendly mail person. Then brain-
storm ways you can surprise this person with a handwritten thank you card, homemade cookies, a gift 
card, or something else! 

Support causes.  You can do this as a family, a couple, or individually, but the goal is to do it regularly 
and connect it to issues that matter to you. If you give your children an allowance, ask them to divide 
their allowance into three jars: spending, saving and giving. Again, help connect their choice of charity 
with something that is meaningful to them. An alternative to this idea is to start a “give” jar into which 
everyone contributes money or items for charity. Actually witnessing parents giving is a powerful motiva-
tor for children of all ages. 

You can never have enough conversation starters about giving, right?                           

 Here are some of our favorites:                                                                                                            

Age 2-7: Create your own giving superhero. What’s his or her name? What would your superhero do? 
How do your friends or family help you? Do you know someone who is a giving person? Who is it and 
what makes them so? 

Age 8-13: Have you ever volunteered? What did you do? Did you enjoy it? What are 3 things you could 
give to or do for a close friend that would make him or her happy? ‘To give is to receive.’ What does that 
quote mean to you? Do you think it’s true? 

Age 14-100: Who is (or was) the most generous person you know? How are they generous (this can be 
someone you know, or a famous person)? Are there lessons you have learned about giving that you could 
share with those younger than you? 

www.thefamilydinnerproject.org 

http://www.unfoundation.org/news-and-media/press-releases/2013/kids-give.html


to share with someone else?” Questions for older kids and adults include “What is a strength or a gift you 

 

Congratulations to our 2014-2015 Teacher of the Year                                               
and Rookie Teacher of the Year 

 

Please join us in congratulating Ms. Michaela Durnin as our 2014-2015 Teacher 
of the Year.  As a science and math teacher in our middle school, Ms. Durnin’s 
enthusiasm for her work is contagious and echoes throughout our school and 

community.  She is a model teacher for teachers and students alike.   Ms. Durnin 
is a veteran of the school district and is actively outside of the classroom running 
both the science fair and our recycling club. Ms. Durnin has also been actively 

involved in the curriculum mapping for her subjects.  Her classroom is full of 
life, allowing students to have fun while learning new concepts and strategies. 
 

 
We are also proud to announce that Ms. Elizabeth King was nominated as our Rookie Teacher of the 

Year. Ms. King is a Physical Education and Spanish teacher for grades kinder-

garten through seventh grade at Patriot Oaks Academy.  In addition to teaching 

different subjects to multiple grade levels, Ms. King is involved in numerous 

after school activities and charitable organizations such as Girls on the Run, 

Volleyball, the National Junior Honors Society, and the St. Johns Middle 

School Athletic Association.  Ms. King is actively involved with Best Buddies, 

The Gator Bowl Association, and The Children’s Miracle Network.   

 

 
ART CLUB EAST NEWS! 

 
Ms. Partos’ Art Club East is requesting that parents of K-2 students 
who might be interested in attending an After School Extended Art 
(EAST) Clay Club during quarter III send an Email of Interest to 
Gina.Partos@stjohns.k12.fl.us . 
 
Parents should be advised that the K-2 EAST Clay Club is            
tentative, pending enough Emails of Interest to Gina Partos. Also, 

the cost of the club is minimal, $35 for materials, as I am volunteering to lead this club. Grades 3
-7 are currently attending EAST, so please be aware that the K-2 students would possibly attend 
the club with Grades 3-7. So this might be a mixed age level group. EAST runs until 4:30 on var-
ious “A” days, and dates will be announced later. We will probably have 12-13 sessions during 
quarter III, and the club runs until 4:30 with prompt parent-pickup for grades K-3. Grades 4-7 
are permitted to walk or bicycle home. The club size is limited to 30 students. Club dates do not 
conflict with Kidz Art, as no sessions are held on Wednesday. The bottom line is that if your stu-
dents are in Kidz Art and EAST, they receive a double dose of ART!!! 
 
Projects include: pinch pots, sculpture, coil pots, and slab pot construction.  

http://www.unfoundation.org/news-and-media/press-releases/2013/kids-give.html
mailto:Gina.Partos@stjohns.k12.fl.us


 

 

 

The CHARACTER COUNTS! Steering Committee is calling all walkers, runners and fitness enthusiasts to 
participate in the CHARACTER COUNTS! 6 Pillars 6K/3K Run/Walk on Saturday, February 7, 2015, at 2 p.m. 
The run/walk will begin and end at Palencia Elementary School located at 355 Palencia Village Drive, St. Au-
gustine, FL 32095.  
 
Walkers and runners will enjoy a scenic course running through the neighborhoods of Kensington and Las 
Calinas and can choose to participate in the 6K (3.73 miles) or 3K (1.86 miles) distance. Registration fees are 
as follows:  
 
6K-$20 before January 1, $25 January1-February 6, $30 on race day 
3K-$15 before January 1, $20 January 1-February 6, $25 on race day  
 
Registration forms and more information are available online at www.racesmith.com.  
 
Race proceeds will support CHARACTER COUNTS! initiatives throughout the St. Johns County School Dis-
trict (SJCSD). The run/walk is open to all ages, and the top three winners will be awarded in each of the age 
categories as well as the overall male and female finishers.  
 
PRESENTED BY: 

 

The 3rd Annual Character Counts Six 

Pillar 

6K/3K Run Walk 

 

Saturday, February 7, 2015 at 2 pm. 

 

SAC MEETING 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18th 

3:30 pm in the Media Center 

District Assessments will be         

administered at all grade levels    

between Thursday, Dec. 11 and                          

Friday Dec. 19.  Please have your 

child in attendance if at all possible. 

http://www.racesmith.com/races/CHARACTERCOUNTS.html
http://www.beavertoyotastaugustine.com/


We are excited to announce that the St. Johns County School District is partnering with Feeding 
Northeast   Florida (formerly Second Harvest Food Bank), Publix Super Markets, the Jacksonville 
Jaguars and 99.9 Gator Country for the 500,000 Can Challenge! 

We would like to encourage you to get involved with this worthwhile initiative by collecting canned 
food from December 1 through December 17. 

 

To reward the participating schools, Publix and the Jacksonville Jaguars have generously offered some amaz-
ing prizes! 

Publix has committed to award gift cards to the winning schools as follows: 

 $1,000 Publix gift card for the winning high school, middle school and elementary school 

 $500 Publix gift card for the second place high school, middle school and elementary school 

 $250 Publix gift card for the third place high school, middle school and elementary school 
Also, as an added bonus, the school that collects the most food overall will be rewarded with a pep rally thrown 
by the Jaguars with special appearances by Jaguar players, members of the ROAR and the one and only Jaxon 
deVille! 

Although the prizes are wonderful incentives, the real winners will be the families who will have food for the   

holiday season! 

Fun Run Festivities! 

Students in K-5 were rewarded for their hard work in securing pledges for our Fun Run 
in November with the “sliming” of Mr. Stoddard, Dean Wetjen, Mr. McGee and Ms.   

Harrison.  The staff and students alike enjoyed the fun! 

 

       Below, Dean Wetjen enjoys his turn    
    while Mr. McGee looks on! 

 

 

 

 

 Above, Mr. McGee helps out Ms. Harrison   

 with the addition  of colorful feathers    
 following her sliming! 



3rd Annual Santa Suits on the Loose 5K and Santa’s Gift Gallery 

The Third Annual Santa Suits on the Loose 5K, to benefit St. Augustine Youth 
Services (SASY), is a walk/jog/run that will be held on December 13, 2014 start-
ing at the St. Augustine Beach Pier Park at 8am. The race follows a flat 3.1 mile 
course through St. Augustine Beach neighborhoods. Just imagine over 300 San-
ta’s heading out for a run – it’s a wonderful sight to see! 

Registration begins at 6:30am. Entry fee is $35 per person. A Santa Suit is guar-
anteed to the first 300 adult registrants. Children will receive a Santa-inspired T-shirt. 

There’s plenty of time to sign up as a sponsor and receive recognition now and on race day. Go to 
www.sayskids.org/santa for more information. 

New this year is the Community and Corporate Team Challenge. You can gather your neighbors, co-workers, 
friend and relatives to form a team. Receive bragging rights and a traveling trophy for registering the most par-
ticipants. 

For more information or to register online, visit www.racesmith.com or email santasuitsontheloose@gmail.com 
for any questions. 

An addition to race packet pick-up on Friday, December 12 is Santa’s Gift Gallery. This event will feature 20 
vendors displaying handmade crafts in a festive family atmosphere under the pavilion at the St. Augustine 
Beach Pier Park. Bring your kids and cameras to take photos with Santa. Hours are from 5:00-8:00pm. This will 
be the perfect opportunity to purchase hand-crafted gifts for friends, family and teachers. Complimentary hot 
chocolate and cookies will be served. 

Visit www.sayskids.org/santa to register as a vendor. Contact Julie Wesling at 904-377-6696 or ju-
lie.wesling@gmail.com for additional information. 

 



 

You’re Invited! 

The Patriot Oaks Academy Bands cordially invite Patriot 

Oaks Academy Staff, Teachers, Families and Friends to 

our First Annual Winter Band Concert.   

This free performance will take place on our cafeteria 

stage Tuesday, December 9 at 6:30 pm and will feature 

Concert Band A, Symphonic Band B, and a performance 

by our newly formed Jazz Band. 

This will be a fabulous opportunity so see our developing 

musicians in the spotlight.  We hope to see you there! 

Winter Door Decorations Courtesy of Wonderful Room Grandparents, Gary and Eloise Flack! 

Ms. Stewarts First Grade classroom door received a beautiful upgrade courtesy of her  room grandparents, 

Gary and Eloise Flack.  The amount of detail is amazing!   Hours of  preparation  and assembly time are very 

much appreciated by both Ms. Stewart and all of her students!  A big THANK YOU to everyone for helping with 

the classroom door project.  

 

Girls on the Run News! 

The Girls On the Run end-of-season 5K will be Saturday, December 6th at 

9:30 am at UNF.  

The girls have been working hard this season to prepare for this event and we 

wish them the best of luck!" 

GO CHARGERS! 



EQUITY NOTICE 

St. Johns county School District prohibits discrimination against students, employees and applicants 

on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, age, ethnicity, national origin, marital status, disability, 

political or religious beliefs, national or ethnic origin and political beliefs. 

In accordance with the Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act 20 U.S.C. 7905, the School Board 

shall not deny equal access to District facilities or discriminate against the Boy Scouts of America or 

any youth group listed in Title 36A patriotic society. 

The St. Johns County School District Board Policy 2.16 contains the grievance procedure related to 

harassment and discrimination for employees, students, and applicants. 

If you believe that you have been harassed or discriminated against contact the  

School Administration 

Or 

A member of the Equity Committee 

Equity Committee Members 

Rhoda Ferrell       547-7602                                                                                                

Equity Coordinator/Committee Chairperson 

Scott Sherman       547-7684                                                 

Joann Johnson       547-7642                                                                                         

George Leidigh      547-4860                                                                                                         

Lisa Bell        547-7537 

St. Johns County School District                                                                                             

40 Orange Street                                                                                                             

St. Augustine, Florida  32084 

A copy of Policy 2.16 can be found at 222.stjohns.k12.fl.us Rules and Policies or at each school loca-

tion including the District Office at 40 Orange Street. 

 

                                     HOLIDAY SHOP 

 Open December 8th - 12th 

 Teachers have selected times for class visits 

 Each student received information this week 

 Please review payment and budget information with children 

 Money should be sent in on your child's designated shopping day. 

 Volunteers needed 
Please visit http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084cada92da1fc1-poaholiday to sign up! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084cada92da1fc1-poaholiday


 Need a Helping Hand this Holiday? 

During this holiday season our Patriot Oaks Family would love to reach out a helpful hand to those          

families who may be in need of assistance during the holidays. These needs may include a holiday 

meal, a gift for your child or providing some daily necessities. 

 If you are interested in receiving this assistance we ask that you contact Sandi Watson, Patriot Oaks 

Academy School Counselor at 547-4060 or email sandy.watson@stjohns.k12.fl.us by December 12, 

2014.  

Please keep in mind your information and need will not be provided to anyone beyond Mrs. Watson. It is 

our goal to keep your confidentiality as the utmost priority. 

 

Follow us 

on Twitter  

@Patriot Oaks  

Florida Standards   
Assessment Writing 
Update – 
 

The Florida Depart-
ment of Education 
has made changes to 
the FSA writing      
assessment for fifth 
grade students. The 
5th grade students 
will take the FSA 
Writing assessment 
with a paper and 
pencil, rather than 
computer based.  



Congratulations Chargers on a job well done.   Keep up the good work! 








