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Plenty of Free Music in May
May is a great month for music 

festivals. The weather is warm but 
not too hot, the energy is joyous 
with summer break just around the 
corner, and weekends are available 
for fun. On the First Coast, there are 
free festivals nearly every weekend 
and music to suit any taste. The 
children will love this uninhibited 
approach to music where they 
can shake, rattle, and roll without 
any worries about formal concert 
manners. Mom and Dad can enjoy 
the vibe too. Slip into your sandals, 
load up the kids, and head out to 
one of these events. Plan to sip an 
adult beverage or nosh on some 
food truck fare while relaxing in a 
lawn chair and tapping your toes. 
These music festivals are all fun.

The Romanza Festivale of the 
Arts happens early in the month. 
It’s presented as a celebration of art 
and music with daily activities from 
May 4th through the 13th. There 
are music and dance performances, 
concerts, art shows, and dramatic 
productions happening all over St. 
Augustine. A great deal of them 
are free. For fun and high energy, 
head to the Plaza for some Latin 
music including a Mariachi band 
on May 5th at 7 p.m.. Later in 
the week you can find rhythm and 
blues performances, folk guitar, 
chamber music, children’s chorus, 
jazz--really anything that suits your 
fancy. Go to www.romanzafestivale.
com to plan your week.

St. Augustine’s is also offering free 
concerts in the Plaza every Thursday 
starting on May 31st. When school is 
out, this relaxing evening might be a 

nice adventure to break up the routine.
Dancing in the Street has 

been pumping out positive, ocean 
side, musical fun for 32 years. It’s 
packed with people and music is 
playing all the time. This is a very 
family friendly area of town and 
the atmosphere is pretty relaxed, 
but it’s an active festival, no chairs 
and lounging in a park. Events will 
kick off on Saturday, May 19th 
at 11:00am at the Beaches Town 
Center, located at the ocean end of 
Atlantic Boulevard. The best time 
for families is early in the day when 
the crowds and heat are lowest. 
They have a great kid’s area for 
keeping the children engaged and 
the music is upbeat and ongoing. 
Naturally, there is plenty of 
opportunity to dance so-- let loose.

To calm it down a notch, bring 

the chairs and blanket out to 
Jacksonville Beach for the Summer 
Jazz  Concert on May 20th starting 
at 5:00. This is the first of two free 
concerts suited to everyone. There 
will be food, an ocean breeze, and 
a relaxed atmosphere that includes 
three acts: the Skylar Nolan Band, 
followed by Urban Jazz, with 
the headliner, Nick Colionne. 
Everything happens at the Seawalk 
Pavilion in Jacksonville Beach.

The big daddy of all music 
festivals in northeast Florida Is the 
Jacksonville Jazz Festival which 
takes place over 3 days on Memorial 
day weekend. Held across 3 stages in 
downtown Jacksonville, this event is 
huge and the talent is world class. 
It’s crowded and hot and hardly any 
shade so plan for an evening visit 
or pick the Hemming Plaza stage 
for the comfort of children. Bring 
chairs since the streets are closed and 
people set up right on the asphalt. 
There is plenty of food and beverage 
to be had but bring kid snacks and 
beverages since refreshments are 
mostly geared for adults, though 
there is water available. This is one 
of the largest jazz festivals in the 
country, so pace yourself, pick your 
performances and plan for lots of 
walking through the 15 blocks of the 
festival. The Skyway Express stops in 
Hemming Plaza so that might make 
things easier with the children, plus-
-a monorail is always fun. Most of 
all, enjoy the music. It’s fantastic.



The First Coast Parent MAY  2018PAGE 4

The setting at Dr. Ivis Alvarez’s Pediatric 
Dental Practice is specially designed to make 
a child’s trip to the dentist more like a trip 

to a theme park. The Safari of Smiles 
theme includes three-dimensional 

animals on the walls, a 
saltwater aquarium, 
jungle sounds and 
colorful murals.

“It’s a jungle out there”
is more than just a saying 
at Safari of Smiles. It’s a 
jungle inside, too—the 
kind that kids love to 
visit. By design, the office 
of pediatric dentist Ivis 
Alvarez is family-friendly.  
The attention to detail 
and excellence  extends 
beyond the safari-themed 
décor to the welcoming, 
accessible Dr. Alvarez 
and her staff.

7807 Baymeadows Rd. East, Suite 305
Jacksonville, FL 32256
904.641.7455
www.safariofsmiles.com

Office Hours:
Mon - Wed  
7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

find us online:
no gradients

C100 M100 Y100 K100

Flitter, Flutter, Fly 
Youth Gardening Camp

For any child who stops to smell the flowers or 
watch the butterflies, there’s a free class designed just 
for them. The Garden Club of Jacksonville is offering  
a one day workshop on monarch butterflies, their life 
cycle, and the importance of milkweed as their host 
plant. Any child in grades 1-6 can sign up by May 7th 
for the free event. They will plant a native milkweed 
in a newspaper pot, create a nectar station using a 
sponge, view parts of the butterfly under a microscope 
and make a Mother’s Day card. Camp is limited to 
the first 20 children who sign up so act quickly. The 
event will be held on May 12th from 10:00 am - 12:00 
pm. To participate, call the Garden Club at 904-355-
4224 or email info@gardenclubofjacksonville.org

If your child has an interest in com-
ics, no matter the age, May 5th is the 
day to test the idea. On that day, anyone 
can walk in and get a free comic book 
at dozens of comic book shops in north-
east Florida. All different types of comic 
books are provided by the best publishers 
in the business and offered for free as a 
way to encourage interest in comic books.  
Each store has it’s own way to celebrate 
the event. House of Comics and Games 
on Beach Blvd. is offering extra fun with 
local artists in the store doing sketches, 
food trucks, and door prizes throughout 
the day.  To find out which shops are 
participating,visit www.freecomicbook-
day.com and type in your zip code.

The annual Get Hooked on Fishing Rodeo is 
one of the best fishing events for kids. Not only can 
your kids get a taste of fishing, but if the fish are slow 
to bite, there are loads of games, prizes, and food 
treats, and information booths to enjoy. Held every 
year in the spring, kids (and parents) get the use of 
a loaner rod and reel, free bait, instruction, and 
even a helping hand to load the hook. To top it off, 
everything is free.This year’s event will take place on 
May 19th from 9AM–1PM  at Huguenot Lagoon 
on Third St. between 16th and 19th Aves. S. in 
Jacksonville Beach. For more info: (904) 923-5666
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ymca

EXCLUSIVE
MEMBER SAVINGS

UP TO 50%
OFF ALL

PROGRAMS Dive in to these summer programs!

Registration is happening NOW!
VISIT FirstCoastYMCA.org FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SUMMER
DAY CAMP

CAMP
IMMOKALEE

RESIDENT C A MP

SWIM
LESSONS

YOUTH, �����
& FAMILY
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 2018

 Academy of Dance         Theatre Dance Camp                  June 11--July 20 
Ages 7-14  • Mon. - Fri. 9am - 4pm  • Extended Day Available   

   Stage Make Up  
   Costume Design 
   Art Projects 
   Field Trips

 Dance technique • Voice  
   Choreography • Drama 
      Acrobatic lessons 

To register please call 880-2275 or visit our website
12278 San Jose Blvd. Ste. 613 • Across from Zaxby’s • www.academyolddancejax.com

To register please call 880-2275 or visit our website
12278 San Jose Blvd. Ste. 613 • Across from Zaxby’s • www.academyolddancejax.com

A  C R E AT I V E  S U M M E R 
S TA R T S  AT  C A M P  C U M M E R

The mission of the Cummer Museum 
is to engage and inspire through 
the arts, gardens, and education. 
Children will learn, grow, and explore 
new ways of expressing themselves 
at Camp Cummer.

Advance registration is required. 
Learn more and enroll at 
cummermuseum.org/camp.

CAMP
CUMMER

Enroll today at capkids.org/encore

Step into the spotlight
this summer!

June 11-15 | June 18-22
June 25-29 | July 9-13

$199 per camper, per week

All experience levels

Ages 6-11

Your children will discover 
new passions and grow their 
creativity at Camp Encore, 
presented by the Cathedral 

Arts Project. Campers will enjoy 
a fun-filled week of one-of-a-

kind instruction in dance, music, 
theatre, and the visual arts, led 

by qualified teaching artists.

(904) 396-4425
www.theatrejax.com

SESSION A: June 4-29
SESSION B: July 9-Aug. 3

For ages 7-13

Children gain Self-esteem, 
confidence, communication 

tools and friendships.
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Aquatics Camp
St. John’s River Base at Echockotee

2513 Doctors Lake Drive, Orange Park, FL
(904) 269-2091   camp@aquaticscamp.org

Register online today at www.aquaticscamp.org

June 18 - August 3, 2018
Enjoy the fun of one or all seven weeks

Monday - Friday • 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
(Early drop off and late pick up available)

Busing available from Beach Blvd. and Mandarin.
Aquatics Camp is a nationally accredited day camp

program, open to boys and girls ages 6-14.
Discounts for multiple weeks, siblings & early registration by May 15, 2018.

- Sailing
- Swimming
- Tubing - Handicrafts

- Archery
- Robotics - GaGa Ball

- Wacky Science 

- Wakeboarding - Kayaking
- Paddle Boarding
- Over 40 Activities!

2018

Aquatics Camp
St. John’s River Base at Echockotee

2513 Doctors Lake Drive, Orange Park, FL
(904) 269-2091  Aquatics.camp@scouting.org

Register online today at www.aquaticscamp.org

2513 Doctors Lake Drive, Orange Park, FL
(904) 269-2091   camp@aquaticscamp.org

.aquaticscamp.org

gyminators

Plan your birthday 
parties with us!

PRESCHOOL MORNING CLASSES AVAILABLE

We now offer Ninja Warrior Classes!

 Jacksonville’s Premier Gymnastics 
          &  Pre-School Program
    GYMNASTICS • CHEERLEADING • DANCE

 www.facebook.com/GyminatorsGymnastics.                              www.gyminators.com

   4603 Shirley Ave.
  (corner of Blanding and Shirley)  

SIGN UP 2 WEEKS EARLY TO GET 
$5 OFF OF OUR DAILY CAMP RATE 

OR $10 OFF OUR WEEKLY CAMP RATE
Must present coupon. 

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 7.17.2018 FCP

A FLIPPIN GOOD TIME WITH COACH 
PAULA AND FRIENDS!  DON’T MISS OUT!

Join us for our 

Summer Camp
June 4th - August 10th

Boys & Girls • Ages 3 1/2 - 17 yrs.
1 Day • 1 week • All Summer!

Join us for our 

Summer Camp
June 4th - August 10th

Boys & Girls • Ages 3 1/2 - 17 yrs.
1 Day • 1 week • All Summer!

388-5533388-5533
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KIDS & TEENS 
COOKING CAMPS
 Rock the Kitchen This Summer!

jaxcookingstudio.com
(904) 742–5906

Summer Camps  
 

Tennis and Golf Lessons
We Supply All Equipment

 in Jax Beach/ Ponte Vedra   
UNF • Southside • Mandarin areas 

www.kiddiesportz.com
904-541-6565

 Music & Games
for Camps•Events
Birthday Parties

We Come to You 
Ages 18mo-7yr • Climate Controlled

904-373-5858
www.funbuses.com/firstcoast

Love to play with robots & computers? 

Donʼt just play, CREATE! 

Code Robots & Drones, Design Video Games 
Create Apps, Build & Program Computers

 904-718-9084
www.kidscancodejax.com 

NORTH FLORIDA BASEBALL ACADEMY

Private Instruction - Batting Cages 
 Indoors - Batting - Pitching 

 Youth Travel Teams - Open To The Public

904-874-2176 
www.nfhurricanes.com

Experience the sweet science 
behind candy making. 

Accommodating summer camp groups of 
10 to 100 at a time and individual candy 

making classes all summer long.
 

1-855-SWT-PETE
SweetPetesCandy.com

JU Baseball Summer Camp
with current JU coaches and players

Ages 6-13 • Mon -Thurs • 9am-3pm  

 Hitting • Defense • Throwing
 Fielding • Base Running 

   
(904) 256 - 7429

collegebaseballcamps.com/ju

JU Baseball Summer Camp

Single Day & Week Long Camps
 

Crafts•Summer Fun•Keeping cool
ceramics•games•making friends

904-338-9333
www.jacksonville.colormemine.com
jacksonvillecolormemine/facebook

Summer
Fun!

LaVil la School of the Arts 
Summer Camp 2013

Lavilla’s campers of all ages choose from a variety of 
exciting experiences. Our flexible scheduling allows 
parents to fit their children’s camp into a busy family 

Registration 
Open 

All Summer

Camp Fees 
as low as 

$135/week

Ages 5-Rising 
10th Graders

Dance
Visual Arts
“Top Chef”

Science
Drama

Instruments 
Comics

Film
& More

Call 
633-6069

ex 
1008

Summer Camp 2018
9 a.m.-3 p.m

Extended Care Available

 

   SURF CAMP
Learn to wrangle waves in a dynamic 

learning environment where safety and 
quality instruction are our top priorities.

Girls ages 7-17

Visit www.swcgsurf.com 
for more details
(904) 238-4716

 
  at Jacksonville University

June 18- 22nd
Ages 5-13

Full and Half-day Camps 

Head Coach Mauricio Ruiz 
 Info@jusocceracademy.com

803.702.1082 
www.jusocceracademy.com

 

   

Camp Hope Summer Program
for children with  

Physical & Developmental Disabilities

“Traditional camp activities, field trips 
and academic enrichment. Ages 3-22

346-5100
www.hope-haven.org

Summer Programs & Field Trips  

Julington Creek Coaching Center

ADD/ADHD Life Skills & Coaching

Free Consultations  •  1:1 Sessions  
Private  & Group Tutoring

904-254-4247
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University of Miami | FAU | Rollins | UNF | USF

Held at 150 Prestigious Universities
Empower your child to take their STEM skills to the next 
level. From coding and game development to robotics and 
design, your child will develop in-demand skills and ignite 
lifelong passions—all within a fun, inclusive environment. 
Get ready for the best summer ever!

The #1 Summer STEM Camp for Ages 7–18

���������������������������������������
iDTechCamps.com | 1-844-788-1858CAMPS & ACADEMIES

Summer is just around the corner 
which means it is time to get ready 

for the 37th Annual 
University of North Florida 

Youth Sports & Fitness Camp!

Our camp is geared towards keeping 
kids active all summer long playing 
sports & swimming. Weekly field 
trips are taken to fun places like 

the Jacksonville Zoo, bowling 
& the beach.

Campers range in age from 5-14
Camp runs 9 weeks: June 4-August 3

Camp times are 7:30am - 6:00pm
Cost varies from $120/week 

for UNF students to $200/week 
for the general public.

 We offer an Alumni rate and a 10% 
discount for active military.

For more information visit our web-
site at www.unf.edu/recwell/camps/ 
and click on “Summer Camps” or call 

Camp Director Daryel Gullett at 
(904) 620-2808 

2018

REDUCED 
RATES

during summer
READING, LANGUAGE ARTS, 

ENGLISH, STUDY SKILLS

ELEMENTARY MATH

 ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS

 PRIORITIZING

$25 / SESSION
Former DCPS Teacher

Tutoring

904-568-0786
TEXT FOR INFO
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   ONLY $95 for a 
   Sylvan Skills 
   Assessment

   Call to register for a  
    Sylvan robotics,  
    coding or engineering   
    summer camp

      Expires 5-31-18. Cannot be 
      combined with other offers,   
      promotions or discounts. 
      Some restrictions apply. 
                                      FCP0518

 Primrose School on Crosswater Parkway- NOW OPEN
 785 Crosswater Parkway I Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 I 904.547.1213 I PrimroseCrosswaterparkway.com
 Primrose School of Glen Kernan
 4610 Hodges Boulevard I Jacksonville, FL 32224 I 904.992.9002 I PrimroseGlenKernan.com
 Primrose School of Julington Creek
 480 State Road 12 N. I Jacksonville, FL 32259 I 904.230.2828 I PrimroseJulingtonCreek.com
 Primrose School of St. Johns Forest
 180 Gateway Circle I Jacksonville, FL 32259 I 904.824.1100 I PrimroseStJohnsForest.com
Each Primrose School is privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools® and Balanced Learning® are registered trademarks of Primrose School 
Franchising Company.©2016 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved. See primroseschools.com for “fact” source and curriculum detail.

huntington

©2016 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the Col-
lege Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  ACT is a registered 
trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities were involved in the production of, and do not endorse the program.* Offer valid for Academic 
Evaluation or Tuition, new students  only. Not valid with any other offer. HLC2990.3

“I tried everything and nothing worked, 

and then I found you. My son has 

made so much profress here. I may 

keep him here foerever! I’m so glad 

someone told me about Huntington!”

– Natalie M.

Will this be the summer of distractions or will this be the 
summer that you build the foundation for your child’s future? 
Use this summer to improve your child’s skills in Reading 
Comprehension, Writing, Math and Study Skills.

������������������������

• Thorough academic evaluations

• Proven programs tailored to each student’s needs

• Individualized instruction from highly qualified teachers

������� ���� ������ ��
��������� ���� ������

��������

Reading - Writing - Math - Study Skills

Spelling - Vocabulary - Phonics

Algebra - Geometry  - Trigonometry 

Pre-Calculus - Calculus - Earth Science 

Biology - Chemistry - Physics

���������

SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - ACT - State Tests

Advanced Placement (AP) - SSAT - ISEE

HSPT - GED - ASVAB

����
�����

����������������������������������������

�������������
���������������

����������� ��������
904-770-5920

2245 CR 210 W - St Johns, FL 1.800.CAN.LEARN

������ ��������

�����������������������

SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - ACT- FSA - EOC
Advanced Placement (AP)
SSAT - ISEE - HSPT - GED - ASVAB

SAVE $100 
WHEN YOU CALL BEFORE 6/05/2018
Personalized Attention. Proven Results.

“I tried everything and nothing worked, and then  
  I found you. My son has made so much progress 
  here. I may keep him here forever. I’m so glad  
  someone told me about Huntington”.  -Natallie M.

�����

2245 CR 210 W - St Johns, FL 1.800.CAN.LEARN
�����������������������

  MANDARIN-JULINGTON CREEK         SAINT JOHNS
       12276 San Jose Blvd. FL 32223        2245 CR 210 W. FL 32259
           FLEMING ISLAND               JACKSONVILLE BEACH
      1960 East West Pkwy. FL 32003      13170 Atlantic Blvd. FL 32225
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What’s Happening                What’s Happening                

town of op

 Visit Wild Amelia Nature Festival 
One of the best 

nature festivals 
around happens this 
month on Amelia 
Island. The Wild 
Amelia Festival 
highlights northeast 
Florida’s animals and 
natural beauty. This 
festival is very hands 
on and particularly 
kid-friendly. One 
of the most popular 
activities is the 
touch tank with salt 
marsh critters. Kids 
also love to visit the 
Kids Niche (open 
from 10a.m.-2p.m.), 
an area specifically 
designed to provide 
nature crafts and 
n a t u r e - b a s e d 
activities for children.

Children are encouraged to join the Nature Passport Program which allows 
them to learn answers to questions about the featured Critter of the Year, and 
then get stamped on their passport. There are also loads of unique eco-tours 
for the family in the $16-$22 range that offer a fantastic way to experience the 
beauty on north Florida. The Wild Amelia Nature Festival is free and will be 
held on May 18-20th.  For additional information, visit www.wildamelia.com.

    Bring the kids out to see the Waterless Carnival or take a River Tour with 
the St. Johns Riverkeeper. How about being part of the White Shark Science 
Skype Session with Captain Chris Fischer? All of these activities and more are 
part of the annual AquaFest at the Museum of Science and History. It’s designed 
to help everyone learn more about the water that surrounds us. Admission to 
the museum and festival is free so bring the family out on May 5th, from 10 
am until 4 pm. For more information, call 396-MOSH or visit themosh.org 

Join Daniel Tiger and Katerina Kittycat, with their friends Arthur, 
Jet Propulsion, Curious George and the Man in the Yellow Hat, and 
the Cat in the Hat to celebrate WJCT’s annual Be My Neighbor Day. 

This festival is all about showing children how to be a great neighbor. 
They can decorate placemats to share with residents in assisted living 
facilities, make a pledge to do something good for a neighbor, meet 
a community helper and learn how to help too, along with our 
neighborly activities. There will be food trucks, tours of EverBank 
Field (between 11:30 and 1:30), and other fun activities for families. 
While the event is free, RSVP is required by May 1st before 5PM. 
(wjct.org/events/bemyneighborday). The fun happens on Saturday, 
May 5th from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm at the WJCT Studios downtown.
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