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The 

Building a Tradition of Excellence, Together! 

Principal’s Post 

Our Visible Learning Journey Continues 

At Patriot Oaks Academy we have been studying our own teaching effects, as well as analyzing and monitoring our teaching 

practices, to improve student achievement.  Last year, we focused our professional development in Visible Learning Plus 

through two whole-school professional development days and two team leader and administration leadership days.  This 

year, we continued our professional training with two additional whole-school professional trainings.  Our teachers also con-

tinued personal impact studies, worked with their teams to delve deeper with our common language of learning and ac-

quired feedback from students through a variety of methods.  Equipping our teachers with the foundational skills for advanc-

ing their practice ensures that they become experts of their students’ learning.  More importantly though, this professional 

development has given teachers the tools to facilitate our students becoming the experts of their own learning!  

Visible Learning Plus is the result of an analysis of research compiled by Professor John Hattie on what works best in edu-

cation.  Professor Hattie is the Director of the Melbourne Education Research Institute (University of Melbourne, Australia) 

and is best known for his book entitled, Visible Learning, which outlines this research. According to Education Week, 

"Hattie's work is based on his meta-analysis of more than 1,000 research reviews comprising more than 50,000 individual 

studies--the largest meta-analysis ever conducted in the field of education. Hattie identified the major factors and practices 

that influenced student achievement, from family background to teacher training to specific instructional practices. He then 

went a step further and calculated how much of an effect each factor had on students."  Professor Hattie also emphasizes 

“Student Voice” in learning.  

While last year’s focus centered on developing a common language of learning, this year we were able to focus on feedback 

practices.  Professor Hattie states that, “Visible Learning is when teachers see learning through the eyes of the students and 

students see themselves as their own teachers.”  When students are able to seek out feedback from their peers and their 

teachers, they are able to reflect on their progress and grow from their learning experiences.  In this way, they truly take 

charge and become experts of their own learning.   

We are excited about the personal and academic growth we have seen in our students this year.  We are impressed not 

only by their academic achievements and growth mindsets, but in their ardent abilities to speak about, reflect on, modify and 

lead their own learning experiences.  

A brief summary of each grade level’s progress is showcased in this newsletter.  Please take a look at how we have contin-

ued our Visible Learning journey.  Hear the words of our students and how they describe their learning and see for yourself 

the powerful direction we are heading! 

Thank you! 

Your Lead Learner, 

Mrs. Harrison 

Visible Learning for Parents! 

Please complete this very brief survey to provide our school feedback…. 

I mean, FEEDFORWARD… on our Visible Learning Initiative.  Thank you!   

Please make sure  you save your survey and click “DONE”  

 

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?

SurveyID=m4K3466M 

https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=m4K3466M
https://surveys.stjohns.k12.fl.us/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=m4K3466M


In the Classroom and Around the School 







                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The third grade team has enjoyed seeing our students take a leadership role 
in their education. We concentrated on feedback this year and have seen 
tremendous growth in our students as a result. Students have conducted 
student-led conferences, determined where they are in their learning, and 
set measureable goals. Along the way, students have learned the im-
portance of feedback in order to understand their learning path and adjust 
as needed. Our classrooms encourage feedback in different forms including 
teacher-to-student, student-to-teacher, and student-to-student.  

Each classroom surveyed the students and asked them to 
describe Visible Learning in one or two words. Here are the 
results:  







 



 





Media Center News: 

 

 

Jim Harbin Student Media Award 

We had many submissions to the district Jim Harbin Student Video competition in March.  We 

have just been notified that two of our submissions came in first place in the Grade 3-5     

Drama area and the Grades 6-8 News Feature categories.  Congratulations to the following 

students: 

Grades 3-5 Drama - "Night of Death"                                                                                            

Sofia Bostic, Manas Gandepali, Jacob Harvey, Avery Mendheim, Jordan McDavitt, Isabella 

Murphy, Hampton Riedel, Hailey Smallwood, Emma Stuble, and Miles Yates 

Grades 6-8 News Feature - "Earthboxes".                                                                                 

Grace Campbell, Amorah Ghany, MaryBeth Mahne, Sydney Morrow, and Payten Wade 

ATTENTION CURRENT 6th GRADE PARENTS! 

Students entering 7th grade for the 2016-17 school year will need to 
provide Patriot Oaks Academy with proof that their child received the 
Tdap vaccine.  This is a State of Florida requirement.  Students who 

have not shown proof of this vaccine before 8/5/16 will not be given a 
class schedule for the 2016-17 school year! 

Now is the time to take care of this requirement!   

You may go to your private physician, the St. Johns Co. Health Department (904
-825-5055) or a walk-in clinic.  If you choose a walk-in clinic, a receipt will NOT 
be accepted as proof of the Tdap vaccine.  The vaccine must be documented on 
an official Florida HRS 680 shot record.  It would be advisable to bring a copy of 
your child’s shot record with you if you choose to use a walk-in clinic. 

If you have any questions, please call POA’s Nurse, Jamie Hermann, 904-547-
4065. 

EXTENDED DAY INFORMATION: 

The Extended Day Program for the 2016-2017 school year is now full.  Please contact the extended 

day director, Kathy Brandt, at  (904)547-4059 if you would like to be placed on the waiting list. 

http://www.floridamediaed.org/


  Dear 8th grade, Good Luck in high school… we will miss you! 



  
Summer Reading with MackinVIA 
Don't forget you can continue to read books during the summer with the Mackin-

VIA app on your mobile devices or at www.mackinvia.com.   The login is their stu-
dent number for the K-4 students and "poa" for the password and the 5-8 stu-
dents use their student number and "Chargers" as their password. 

Report Cards were printed and sent home for grades K through 5 on 

the last day of school.  Middle School grades will be finalized once all 

final exams have been scored.  We expect those to be available 

sometime in mid-June and can be viewed on HAC.  If you should 

need a printed copy of your middle school students report card, 

please  call and those can be made available for pick up this summer. 

http://www.mackinvia.com/









